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PREFACE, 



IT is certsdaly fur more excu&ble to fail in 
the attempt to fftliricate a coofiftent and eo- 
gagiog ftary, titan to'comipt the heart, and 
inflame the paflions, by fentiment3 inimical 
to the principles of virtue. 

A happy combination of furpri^iog inci«» 
dents, tending to bring about fome fortunate 
zad unexpe£bed event, might, indeed, en- 
gage the attention, and fufficiently fatisfy^a 
mind intent only on. a naeie fuperficial and 
tianfient Ipecies of amufement : but I have 
always coniidered that, in this kind of 
writing, an ^jnff of a iighsr n0mre ought 
to be Icept in view. . , 

Simple morality, unaflifted by any kind 
of machinery, {if I may be allowed the ex- 
preiEon,) is, by the generality of mankind, 
at beft, accounted but a dry and unenter- 
taining ftudy. Even x>ur grand fyftem of 
A 2 religi9n 
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iv PREFACE. 

religion is. happily embelliihed with all the 
united aidsof fymbol, allufion, and allegory; 
and, in, all ages and nations, men of the 
greateft abilities, and moft rigid principles, 
have bad recourfe to fable and' metaphor, to 
allure the mind to hear the voice of in- 
-ftriMStion. 



Though few, very few, writers poflefs 
the abilities of a Richardfon or a Fieldingy 

'yet, as a celebra(?ed critic obfervcs, "Bc- 

* tween mediocrity a4id perfe&ion there are 
maiiy ftations, which may be filled with 
honour;" and thofe who are not qualified 

't6 {bine in -a diftinguifiied manner,, may, 
nevertfaelefe, be able, in their leifure mo- 

•m^nts, humbly to fcrve the caufc of virtue 
and humanity, . ., W. H. 




VI 
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Baron of Lauderhrooke. 



Returning from the fetigues of a long 
cUy*s chace, in which he had {Irayed from all his au 
tendants, fainting with heat, and parched with thirft, 
the Baron of Lauderhrooke rode up to a draw- 
roofed cottage, on a lone heath, in order to procure 
a draught of water. 

He was met at the^ door by a decent-looking wo- 
man, whoie countenance hetrayed evident marks of 
furprizc and/confv^n, at the appearance of fo un- 
ufual a vifitor, . .. ,. 

At her requeft, he alighted ; and Ihe fet on a 

table of rude planks, a bowl of milk, and a cruft of 

brown bread; making a thouiknd apologies for tlie* 

me^LDnefs of (he entertainment ; to which flie rrjoined, 

A3 "If 
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6 THE BARON Of 

"If your Honour chufes to ftay till v^y daughter 
" returns from yon village, I fhall then have it in 
" my power to treat you with an egg and a ralher 
*' of bacon. I expeft her every minute.*' 

*^ Thanks for your kindnefe,**' replied the Baron ; 
** I wifh for nothing better : nor fliould I make a 
*' heartier repaft from the ^iilfcaeies of my own ta- 
" ble. Then, Dame, I conceive you have a daugh- 
<« ter?*; " Your Honour will ice her prefcntly;" 
anfwered his hoftefs. " And a hu(band likewife 
"living?" faid he. "Yes, your Honour. Hjt 
" is now at work at the vicar's, in the village," 
faid (lie ; " and I am fure he would be glad of your 
" good company ; for we do not often fee ftrangers 
" at our poor habitation. The times are main hard, 
" Sir ; but, thank God, Providence is very kind to 
"us* O, your Honour, that fame vicar is a dear 
*' good man I Aye, and Madam, his. wife, is as gbod 
*' a woman ; and he is a great fcholard. ' T i» (kid 
*' as how ne'er a man in the country can read better. 
*' He writes out all his own farmentSy and repeats 
*' 'em almoft without kxjking in the book. He 
** would fain take our girl ; but he has a large fk- 
*• mijy, and can't afford to keep nofarvants. Hctzof- 
*' ever, he always teaches her the catichize; and *is 

•* always 
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tAUDERBlLOOlCE. 7 

*' always giving her good device and inIlni£tion, 
*^ which is better than gold and filver ; for 

*' When houfe and land is gone and fyti\ff 
*' Then laming is molt excellent," 

.** True, Goody," laid the Baron, fmiling; "but 
•* let us, for a moment, fuppofe '* 

Here the difcourie was interrupted by the arrival 
of Alicia. On her arm (he bore a little; wicker 
balket, covered with a clean white cloth ; and in her 
hand flie carried a large bunch of flowers. She ap- 
peared much furprized at the fight of a ftranger, 
^nd dropped a -low* curifey as fhe entered. 

Her age feemed to be about fifteen. Her form 
was tall and graceful ; nor did (he need " the foreign 
aid of ornament'* to add luftre to her native charms. 
On her cheek the lily and the rofe were happify 
con t rafted ; the carnation of health glowed on htx 
lips ; her large .bhie eyes beamed with peculiar ra- 
diance ; and auburn ringlets, in gloffy clufters, finely 
fiiaded a neck and bofom of polifiied ivory, 

' '*♦ , wjhe 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



S THE BARON OF 

<* The bloom of op*nmg ^w^rs, unfuIlyM beauty, 

** Softaefs, and fweeteft tanooeiicc ikt wore $ 

** And lookM like nature in the world*8 firft fpring.** 

She felt embarra&ed at the Baron's compliments, 
which he now began to lavifh on her charms ; and a 
fuffufion of deeper crimfon rulhed over her cheek* 

He perceived, and endeavoured to calm her per- 
turbation, bj converiing on the moft familiar topics ; 
in the courfe of which he took occasion to alk, whe- 
ther (he was difpoiSed, in c^fe an opportunity of- 
fered, to accq>t of a menial fituation in a refpefla- 
ble family. She anfwered, with bewitching mo- 
defty, in the aiHrmative, provided her parents ac- 
quiefced in the choice, as Ibe ever made theii»will 
ihe rule of her aBions. 

•< I believe, then," cried he, •* I have it in my 
*^ power to recommend you, on condition you can 
^^ reconcile yourielf to live 7H the diftance of about 
^< fourteen miles from hence. You have heard of 
*< Lauderbrooke-Hall? Alerv*ntof yourdefcription 
<' is there wanting. You will have xny beft wifhet 
** for your fuccefs. Your motlier fays you are a 
^ {ood girl ; continue to be &> aad I wiU be your 

*< firiend; 
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laud£%Booke. ' 9 

" friend; for to raife merit ftom obfcurity will ever 
** be my higheft ambition." ' 

Alicia dropped another curtfey ; a fmile of plea- 
fure cheered hei; countenance, and (he looked up to 
h^r mother for her approbation. 

" In troth," cried the- good woman, " your 
*< Honour is hugeous kind;' but I muft confult our 
*< Ambrofc firft; for he has fet his heart on Alle ; 
** and is always mightily in nhe dumps at the 
** thoOghta of parting with her. But the times are 

•* fo hard ! — Ah ! one don't know- ^fPauJtngt^ 

** doubtinglyj — Neverthelefs, Sir, he'll be at home 
*^ prefehtly. If youll wait a httle, fce'il likewifc 
** put you in the right road in a trice." 

" Indeed, I muft be gone," feid the Baron. 
** Night advances apace ; and fomc drops begin jto 
'^ fall. Make up your, own minds on the buline&y 
** and you fliall hear from me again foon." 

•' The good woman urged him to ftay ; but flie ex- 
"poftulated in vain. He put a piece of gold into the 
liand of Alicia; and, promidng. her. his future aflif* 

tance, 
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lO THE Bi^ON OF 

tance, thanked them for their hofpitallt/, and took 
his leave. 

Scarcely bad Ambrofe entered the door, ere his 
ears were filled with the praifes of tbe worthy gen- 
tleman who had been there; and Dorothy dwek, 
with peculiar empbafis on his promiles to procure 
Alicia^ place of fervice. 

« Do not be too hafiy, wife,** cried he, with a 
fignificant flirug. '^ Your gentlefolks areiiot always 
'' fincere in their promifes ; and, 'tis laid, ihey havt 
^ wounded Ihort nieoiones." 

" There it is now," £ud Dorothy. * You ate 
*' always fo difbelieving: but 1 know who is who^ 
" as I have often told you ; and, you know, I am 
" always pretty right. He is certainly a proper 
*' gentleman; one may fee that plaio enough by his 
*' behaviour and generofity." 

Here (he produced the money, which feemed to 
have a wonderful ef{e£l on the old man's temper. 
So powerful an arbitrator is omnipotent gold, that 
it has, not unfrequently, detenxuned weightier cauiie% 
and hiaffed firmer minds! ^ 

« Why, 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



tAUDlKMOOKV It 

"Why, to be fure>" anfwcred Ambrofc, in a 
lower taaCf and with his eyes fixed, '^ he might be 
^* a gentknoan, for cartaiiu I flioiijd like to hive 
** feen him. But there's a power of deceit in the 
*♦ world I and theie young girls are never out of 
•' faami's way. However, if AUe and you can 
*^ agree upon the matter, though I am loath to part 
<^ wkh the girl, as 'tis for her good, I Dian't have 
** no obje£Hon." ' 

After a little altercation on the fubje6l, it was 
finally adjufled and refolved on, that, ihould the 
gentleman ever (end for her, agree^le lo her own 
inclination, fhe fliould go. 

But a few days had elapfed before a mefleffger 
arrived from the Baron, deliring a peremptory anfwer 
to his Lord's former propofal. He fpokc highly of 
the virtues of his Lady in particular, and the family 
in general. In confcquence of which, he received 
a promiie that the honeft peafant fhould attend his 
daughter to Lauderbrooke-Hall in the courfe of the 
fucceeding Week. The interval was fpent in making 
preparations for this important expedition. 

The 
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II THE BAROK OF' 

The long-cxpcftcd morning, " big with the fate*' 
of our youthful heroine, at length arrived, on 
which, after a fleeplefs night, fhe arofe, at the firft 
crowing of the cock ; and, drelfing herfelf to the 
befl advantage, amidft mutual tears of mingled plea- 
fure and regret, bade adieu to thofe fcenes of infan- 
tile happinefs, where fimplicity and innocence had 
long fixed their abode, to trace the more dangerous 
and beaten paths of life! 

Their arrival at the Hall being announced, Alicia 
was received by the worthy Lady Lauderbrooke not 
with marks of kindnefs only, but with a degree of 
maternal familiarity and tendeme^; and (he was^ 
given to underfland, that her (itciation was to be that 
of ^n immediate attendant on her Ladyfliip. 

Lady Lauderbrooke appeared to be about the me- 
ridian of life; and her countenance was highly ex- 
preflive of the graces of her mind. She had fi)r- 
merly poffeffed very conGdcrable perfonal charms: 
but fhe had for many years been fubjeft to the ca- 
prices of a hufband, whofe turbulent and upfettled 
paffions, like wintry blafts, had fhook the rofes of 
health from her cheek. A 'kind of pleafmg melan- 
choly had call a Ihadc over a fine fct of features, 
•^ which 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



LAVDERBROOKB. IJ 

'miach were .only relieved by a fettled gleam of 
l^acid refignation. 

Her lord was not deftitute of fome virtues ; but 
they were thofe of the rougheV caft. He was little 
acquainted with the fine feelings of the heart, and 
thofe foft attraftions lb endearing to the mind of 
£aiiibility. She had not only long experienced a 
want of conjugal tendernefs on his part, but a de- 
gree of coolnefs and negleft, which had preyed on 
her fpirits, but which {he had always boriie without 
iDunnuring^or refentoient. The lofs of fbme amia- 
ble relatives had likewife not a little contributed to 
dhat melancholy whiph had a very confiderable eSeft 
CHI a delicate conftitution. She had therefore fe- 
^cftered herfelf as much as poflible, and very fef- 
dom (aw company y fpending the greateft part of 
her time in retirement, Alicia Eljiiford, on ac- 
count of congenial fcutlments, rendering herfeff 
extremely agreeable to her, (he refolved to treat her 
more hke a companion than a fervant ; and liaving r 
ohferved in her a good capacity, fiie procured 
irach^i^to inflruft her in thofe polite ftudies which 
dev<^e and adorn the fex. * 

Alicici in a Ihort time made fuch a proficiency, 

that (be afionifiied all who knew her ; being, without 

.TvB the 
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14 THfi, BARON OV 

the If aft tin£ltife of oft«ntation, a nofi anU)Ie and 
accompliflied young lady* 

Lord Lauderbrooke had a fon, who, having juft 
completed his education,^ had returned honie to take 
leave of his friends,, in order to proceed on his tour 
to the continent. Augullus was about the age of 
nineteen, and ilill bore all the graces of the lovely 
boy. His dark hair waved in cluflers over his rofy 
cheek, and an enchanting penfivenefs fhone in Us 
large lucid eyes ; nor did his converfation or condud 
betray any marks of the wild and profligate youdi 
of fortune. His difpofition was fweet and cheerful, 
' and his manners fuch a$ could not fail to enfure uni^ 
verfal refpe6l and efleem* 

In the prefence of Alicia Elmford, his eyes lecmcl 
to brighten widi a peculiar kind of pleafure; nor 
did (he appear difpleafed with his marked attention, 
to her. So well did he fabricate excufes to prolong 
his flay, that he fucceeded, without being the Leaft 
fufpeded, to delay his journey £br feveral Qionths ; 
in the courfe of which he redoubled his^ amj^ittes; 
although the utmofl circumfpeclion was necelTary to 
hide his attachment from his parents, biing well 
aware that the ambitious l^irit of hb £Hber wouU 

have 
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Inv^ fek degraded at tlieir ineqaaltty; and taking 
fhe alarm, have brou^t down fure vengeance oa 
both their heads* 

Previous to his departune, 1|| had engaged her tp 
bold a fnendly, but prtvafb, correTpondence with 
Um : and at the criiis of {eparation, flie experienced 
fai ber bofom a kind of ibrrow, to which (he had hi- 
therto been a ftcanger. Her heart then told her 
that her's muft be fbnediing oiore than a common 

CUOCQI* 

Young Auguftiis took the earli^ opportiouty of 
fidfilling 'bis prooDtfe d vriting the momait of 
Jus surrival on the continent ; and but few weeks 
paffed withcN^t her receiving frelh teflimonies of ua- 
.jd>ated dSkdioiu His letter were di£bted with aU 
ibat wannthand leai which in general afbiate youttlv- 
lul minds in the ardeot nooients of their fird pilion* 

Thofe letters were tranfinitted from the ncigh- 
booring village by the hands of an. honeft pedant, 
whom Alicia had £bund worthy of making:a con^^ 
dant in a matter of fucb importance. Here it may 
pot be improper to take notice of the commencement 
of her acquaintaace with this poor family, as it 
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l6 THE BAR09 OT 

may ferve to illuflrale the htHnaoky aiid goodneft 
of her heart. 

She had always conlidered early rifing as highly 
conducive to health ; on which account fhe accuf- 
tomed herfelf, in all feafbns of the year, when the 
weather permitted, to take her itiorning's walk* In 
one of thofe little excuHions, which {he had inadver^- 
tently extended to more than a mile from the man- 
fion, in the hedge-rows of which were interfperfed 
large overhanging trees, a deep groan, huHlingfrora 
the inmoft recefs of an aching heart, caught her ear. 
She ftarted, and gazed around her, hut notfiing 
could (he difcern, till, dire3ed by repeated accents, 
in a fainter tone, (he got to the top of the bank; 
where her curiofity was fatisfied, or rather fhocked, 
by the fight of a poor wretch, apparently in- agonies 
of the laft defpair, about' to plunge himfelf into n , 
t!eep and filent river, that dole through the black 
ihade of oziers, and high-waving ruihes. 

' A fudden refolution, and firmnefs of- mina, 
which flie always pofleffed, urged her to prefs for- 
ward, and addrefs the unfortunate man. 

*« For heaven'sL fake!" (aid Che, «and for your 
•*bwn foul's fake! whoever y«u arc, forbear thi* 

<'raihne&! 



^ nSofdkl Maki int yaar fonWinl^ and, as far' 
«« tft i tan aififi you, pray cooanand me." 

He Ammk back, and contemplated bar figme 
mith an eye of phmizied *wtUaeis; when, as it 
wen, recolfeaittg fatmieif, : '« Madam,'' faid he, 
^ I thank yoa ibr your lund intentions ; but, in. 
«*deed, they come too iatel Why Will you hot 
« iiiier' a wretch to fUal filently into that fiate 
** where the weary, and the unfortunate, fiiall for 
««verbeatieft?" 

" Yield not," fidd flic, " poor man, to the guihy 
** fuggefiicms of a fiuitieis melancholy. Refle£l, 
** how often imagined evil is pradufUve of real good. 
^ Rdy on the difpen&tions of an all- wife Provi- 
^dttice; aijd hope— *-^" 

"Ah! Madam," intenupted he, "Hope has long 
'^ been a ftranger to this bofdm. 'Tis not ibr my- 
«* lidf alone diis heart bleed^^ " 

He could proceed -no farther; involuntary tea^s 
ftarted from hiseyet. 

She endeavoured to (bothe his mind with ^very 

argument humanity could fuggcft ; and thus drew fr«n 
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him a .Gaixdickncdn&i&on.of the tiaUtre of hW.iAis&F- 
tunes, wlilch he acknowledged, had been the iCoii^fi»- 
quences of his own indiferetions. His name, he 
"iaid, was Anthony. Empittytoentih^d faiied*' He 
had a fick wife,- aod" three helplefs irniocei^s, who 
looked up to him for, that fupport which he was us- 
able to give. The lord' of the si?^ had treated 
: him with unfeeling rigour ; and his unhappy familjr 
' had, for feyeral days pall, merely fubfifted on Ca- 
fual charity. All thoie things, be £tid, had deter- 
mined him to throw off an exiflehce he was no loagtr 
able to bear. 

After reafoning him into a csjmer temper, (he le- 
folved to be an eyc-witnefs to the truth of bis affer- 
lion, by accompanying him to his wretched hovel. 
Here, ftretched on a wifp of-ftraw, ihe bebeki the 
unhappy partner of his mifery, pale and emaciated. 
The infants, half naked and ihivering, were devour- 
ing their laft mouldy morfel ; and a broken pitcher 
contained the cold beverage with which they flaked 
theii^ thirft 

Alicia's heart was full ; and, after a few minutes 
filence, (he mingled with their tears the flreatps of 
generous fympathy. 

lUr 
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Her fiift aft. vras to' render them' immediate pccu- 
Biauy afBftance ; promifiBg to ufe hc^ intereil with 
•the cunte of the vilkge^ ^.gpod man, who uifid u> 
vtfit the Hall, to procure him a comlbrtahle employ- 
ment. She gave the grateful family an admonitory 
leflbn; and took her leave" with that.isiti&fa£licn of 
ntiiid, which only the .good and benevolent can evqr 
kiiov. « 

Her exertions in their favour were x:rowned wirfi 
fucor^. With tjie fincereft anxiety for their wel- 
£uey Oie had reprefented their cafe, and pleaded fo 
ftrongly in their favour, to her good Lady, whofe 
h^rtiAras ever alive to the, warm emotions oi] pity, 
diat (he xK>t only encouraged her in her laudable un- 
dertaking, but crowned the work with her own pa- 
tronage, and pecuniary aid. She foon faw the poor 
'§maky oE Anthony's comfortable and hap^y ; 
tad, at her frequent vifits, looking up tg her, anfl 
•hanging round hef | a& their beft beloved friend and 
henefaftrefi. 

** The health of Lady Lauderbrooke now appeared 
more rapidly todecUne; and her amiable qualifica- 
tions and faint-Uke virtues were every day heightened, 
by the fortitude and Chriftian refignation wliich ftic 
' " ' ' mor' 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



ab Tii£ tmroiY or 

more and more cKfplayc^, in her ^^ances to apifeina- 
ture grave. Her fetvoarite Alicia became every dif 
more dear to her y ind ike feemed happy in her com- 
pany pnly. 

As (he always kx>ked with compofure to the con- 
clufton df iier (brrows, which ihe coofidei^ to be 
not far diilant, ihe prevailed/ on her Lord, who 
fometime^ indiflFeccntly, and £>nnany, enquired after 
l^r health, to permit her beloved fon to tet«m, in 
order to receive her laft blefling, and ckjfe her weaij 
eyes. 

In the contemplation of this fubjed, Ihe onft day 
retired with Alicia, and, for the firft time, frankly 
opened to her ^he bitter fecrets of her heart. "' 

** My dear girV faid (he, which was her fiexjndit 
exprelTion '^having long tried, and fully prored^ 
•*.your virtues and fidelity^ and bei&g weii aware ^t 
*^ the time is fad approaching when I fltall have iikr 
** ever done with all worldly concerns;* it behoves 
" me, while yet my mental powers are adequate to 
** the talk, to ^fepofit in a bofom, winch 1 know to 
" be worthy of the tnift, drcumftand^, which> had 
** I never been bleft with fo worthy a cbnfidant, had 

♦^def^end^d, 
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LAUDE&B&OOKE. ax 

*' (}d(<iKndeil with me into th& realms of forgetful* 
«'ncfs. 

<< The.boaft of noble ahceftry is among die iirft 
*^ of human follies: but I muil derogate from truth, 
<< not to acknowledge that I am lineally defcended 
*« from one of the firft fiunilies in £nglaiid. My 
*< parents, fiom high and miftaken notions -of honour, 
•«< without confulttngatdau^er/s future faappiBefs, 
*« forced me into an alliance diametrically pppofifie to 
*« my wiflies. Young, gay, and inexperienced, I 
'«« was betrayed int» the gi^den fcve, by the arti- 
*• fices even of thofo who ought to have dire£led me 
*^ into the path of conjugal felicity, bjr. aiding the 
" bent of my own virtuous inclinations. ' ♦ 

'** My Lord, whole morals were far from unim- 
^^ peachable, for awhile condu£ied himfelf 'foami. 
*' ably, as to make an entire conqueft of my afFec- 
** tions, which had hitUerto been in a'flate of indif- 
*^ forence towaids hb^ As is but too often the 
*^ cafe ilith manKindy he took a mean advantage of 
** my weaknels, and fihortly treated me in a manner 
** little coniifient widi the connubial charaHer. . His 
** houn were divided betwben his bottle and his mif- 
^ trefles, nor did he.eyen. endeavour to lull my 



»3 THB BAftOK OV 

** acUng heait with cdmnxm prudence, ^oA odn^fcal. 
*< ment of thofe a6b of profligacy. Such a flange 
** threw a cloud over all my golden profpcfb, and 
** funk me into foch a-^ate of liftldToefsy wii^ re- 
** gard to worldly conoetns df aoy defcriptipOy a$ 
<* was feldem.inteinipted biiti>y the vioicRi burfis of 
<< his -impetuous paffiom, which fotaetimes broke 
<' Rvth with fuch fury on the nioft trivial occalkxK, 
<^ as iiiiift have agitated ilnj vaini not «QOft thia 
•* human* 

'<' Hiere ai« men, my Aat Alkia, Whofe wives 
*f are onl)^ flaves to their ptfiioos and their amlHticn ; 
*^ who, lik^ the MahometaUis, deem theift ia&iier 
'< beings, widioutibuby who ought to be ki^ al an 
*^ awful dillance, to have no will of their own, and 
<« be treated as cpeatures only fit f<k a fiaie of de- 
** pendenceand fubordinatiorir' * ^: 

<' The only confdbttiofi I feuod limidft thofe trot- 
'< hies, was in the fr^dflM^^ an amiable oftifin 
^ <^ the name of Beau£>tt, whcA domcfiic virtuei 
** wene 'only equalled by hb fupcrior ikill and coa- 
*^ rage in the field. His minfioiralidcAates w^ie 
*' tiot lAcotifiderable, and* by contigubus to our own, 
** to whtdi, fiac^ his lo&, th^ have been atmejced^ 

JgtzedbyGoOgfe^*^ 



* BrecF a fbldier almoft from his cndle, at the 
'< commencement of the late wars» he took leave of 
** on affeiEHortate m&, and. infant daughter, an^ cm* 
^ hacked for the theatre of a£tion« 

** Meanwhile, Hs amiable confiMrt ^)ent raeA of 
"^ her time in redvement ^th me ; and thofe hours, 
^ which now add anguiih to my heart by ftcoUe£kion, 
** I accounted among the happieft I had known 
^ fince my marriage. Bot I was too foon con- 
■^ vinced of the inftabiltty ti kvscban enjoyments! 

■'The fitlal news arrived, that E^tmd had 
^ fallen at die head of his trppps, in a glorious and 
** dediive engagement : and, before the fir ft emb* 
"' tions of our grief fubfided, another heavy afflic 
** tion followed* The nurfe, who ufed to take a 
^ morning's walk for the health of the infant in the 
^neighbouring woodlands, one day di&ppeared;' 
ce and has never fince been heard t)f* 

** This (hock was too much for the intcllcEb of 
^ the widov«d, and truly diftrefied, parent. She 
*^ was long in a flate of ungovernable deUrium; and, 
^ when we deemed her grief fomewhat fubRdcd, 
M (he one eveaipg abibntcd herle^ frctn our houfe 

"'"without 
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'^ without any attendant; and having never (ifioe 
(< been difcovered» we concluded ihe bad made away 
*^ widi herfelf in a paroxyiin of abfolute defpair* 

" Judge no\» if the heart of fenfibillty, by fuch 
*^ a leries of difaftrous events, muft not be too deeply 
^' lacerated to admit of a.fpeedy,jinuch lef& a radU 
" cal, cure ? 

> << From the firft moment I beheld you, I traced 
" in. your features fuch a refemblance to my uafor- 
*^ tunate relation, as well as {imilitude in your vir- 
^ tues of mifid, that I CoxAd not forbear a tender 
*' attachment to you* For your very Jund and a£- 
^^ feclionate fervices to me, I have made a proviliai 
" for you, after my deceafe, which might emboldca 
*^ you to look up with hopes to form a re^e£bble 
*^ connexion, whep you (hall wifh to change joor 
** condition; and I am well awaie that yoOr peif»> 
*^ nal, as well as mental, accoinpliihAieni&, are fudk 
*' as would do honour to the moft exalted fiatioa «£- 
*' life. 

*' I fpeak in confidence (o you, who have !• 
*' well merited that- confidence. Should my dear 
*• boy ever prefer the conjugal flaie, it is ay prayer, 

** coat 
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** that he might be blcft with a partner of fuch 
<* amiable qualifications." 

A deep blufli overfpread the lovely countenance of 
Alicia. ' She attempted to fpeak her gratitude ; but 
her articulation ^led, and Lady Lauderbrooke pro- 
ceeded, 

•* It has been the will of heaven to place you in af 
<* dependent fituation ; but from hence I would not 
*« wifh you to think too meanly of yourfelf. You 
**• have a charaSer to fupport equally dear as that of 
*« thofe in a far more elevated rank. On your fide 
.^* are great advantages, and difadvanta^. You 
** may, in fome degree, think yourfelf happy that 
** your inclinations are not likely to be forced, by 
** amKtious or mercenary par^ts, into any difagree- 
« able connexion. But, on the other hand, you 
*** are not out of the reach of thofe temptations, to 
*' which yoifth and beauty are contateially expofed; 
** By faying this, I would not have y^u infer that 
*^ I mean to infmuate, you have hot a mind equal 
** to the attempts of depraved man ; on the con* 
<« trary, I am perfttaded that your, fortitude and 
<« virtue would eventually triumph overall tempta*. 
** tion. Yet an admonitory word firom a dying 
C ■ <« friend, 
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*^ friend, 1 am aflared, will not fail of having it's 
^< due weight, whenever, on a future occ^oq, it 
*^ might recur to your mind* 

'^ The ieafon of youth, Alicia^ i« a trying lea- 
^ fon. At our firft letting out in life, the fcene is 
*' novel and pleafing : we look around us widi ofi* 
'^ thufiafm; and, on a fuperficial furvey, £)ndly 
^ imagine that all who will may he happy knd vir- 
^ tuous. We haftily tnifi to appearancei^ fi»Qi a 
.<' confidence, that all others ace as artlf & and tfn* 
<* defigoing as ourielves, Tbe frailty of ouf iex, in 
^ particular, which, oi^ht tc cxcit^ pity, and claim 
^^ prote6doD from man, is hut too much idie fubjed 
<< of his contempt — ^too 0!&cn the caule of our rv^n. 
*^ Credulous by nature and educaitioQ, we are £rft 
f^ betrayed, and then ridiculed and defpked. It, 
<< dheidbre, bdioves you, i& this perilous ftate, 
^^ not only to walk circusifpe£kly, but, above aH^ 
*^ to implore divine grace to sldift yctv^r^ ytmr pa£- 
<' lage dirough lile. Tis laid, " He that jtrMileth 
.^ his own heart i^ a fool*" Lean not ipo hard om 
.<< flighdy tried fnendihip ; it might prove afpear to 
*^ pierce you to the heart ! LiAen with cautim to 
'^ die vdce of flattery ; her golden bowl is frftiight 
^' with the deadlieft pot&ii. 

«« Above 
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** Above ^l diings, I iffOnH have you beware of 
•* pride : It is tkd ^anc of youth, which, while it 
** pretencls to elevate, finks you Itt the efieem of 
*' mankind ; and is, in fa£l, the meaneft of huixiah^ 
" pafiions. To be humble, is to be wife. This h 
*« a doftrine particulafly inculcated and enforced bjr 
'« the Chriftian religion •, and let that religion ever 
** ht the criterion of all your aftions. When yott 
*' look down on- the loweft of the human race, fay 
*^ to yourfelf, Tiofe are nty brothers tod my fif- 
** ters ; and it is owing to no merit of my own, but 
** to the peculiar favour and will of heaven, that 
** my lot halh not been caft among them. Then, 
V to the utmoft of your ability, \tt your duty bfc 
•• your pleafure; Open the liberal hand, expand 
** the benevolent heart, and enjoy the heft of luxu- 
** jies — that of doing good! 

*• The moment is fall approaching wlien you will 
*^ have my council and protection no lon^r ; yet 
<* do I hope my furvivprs will fo far honor my me- 
** mory, astoftudyyourhappinefs. Neverthelefs, re- 
** member — ^favour is deceitful. — ^Place your reli- 
** ance on a higher Power; — a Power that is will- 
** ing, and able, to direft and fave. On this Power 
** have I reEcd through all the trying fcenes of fife, 
C a «' and 
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*^ and many indeed have they been ; and to this DI- 
*' vine Power do I truft, to lead me through the valley 
'<< of the fhadow of Death, and land me on that hap- 
*' py fhore where fm and fonrow {hall for ever ceafc ; 
*' where thofe who have been waflied in the blood of 
^' the Lamb, enjoy uninterrupted pleafures at the 
*« right hand of the Deity for ever ! Our good 
*' chaplain, Dr. Goodwill, I recommend for your 
*' future monitor — I would fain fay more ; 

*^ but the weakneis of my frame prevents me. 

« My blefling is all I can add." 

Overfpent, and nearly fainting, (he here reclin- 
ed her head on the bofom of Alicia, whofe heart 
throbbed with contending palfions. She was con- 
scious ihc had indulged a partiality for Auguftus 
incompatible with her duty, the concealment of 
which {he confidered as a breach of confidence and 
gratitude toivards his honoured parent, whofe every 
aQ of opcnnefs and generofity added to her afflio- 
tion. She fometimes thought of throwing herfelf 
at her feet, avowing her paflion, and promifing to 
.ftifle ;t for ever, though at the expence of her fvi- 
ture happinefs ; but (he dreaded the idea of implicat- 
ing th^ amiable youth in her misfortunes. Love 
and grathude held divided empire in her bread, 
;.. " nor 
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tior were all the powers of reafon able to decide the 
ftrife. 

• The tender and affe6iionate manner in which 
Lady Laiiderbrookc took an opportunity to addrefs 
her Lord, drew tears from thofe eyes fo unufed to 
Weep, and apparently carried conviftion to his 
heart ; though fhe feduloufly avoids g^^hig ^i^ 
pain by remarks, or even by bringing. to his mind 
any difagree^bie re(le6Hons on his paft tnifcondufi. 
In the warmeft and mbft pathetic language, (he ex- 
preffed her folicitude for his welfare ; recommended 
Alicia Elmford to his proteftion, on her account ; , 
and conjured him to ext^d his views to another and 
a better ftate. 

He was overcome with her goodnefs, and, clafp- 
ihg her in his arms, pronounced her the moft amia- 
ble, the heft of women. This kindnefs lighted up 
a kifid of traiifient pleafure in her eyes, cxpreffive 
of thofe emotions which her weak nature was fcarcc- 
ly-xapable of fuppbrting. 

On the wings of filiid affeftio'n, Auguftus flew to 

tecfei ve the Jaft Wcffing of the beft of fnothers. THe 

interview was fuch as might have btKn^oaturally e^c* 

C 3 p _^ peBed 
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pcQcd from the parent's fituation, and the fon's (eij- 
fibility. Unwilling to alienate his mind in the 
linalleft degree, ihc touched but flightly on his fa- 
ether's indifcretions ; and that .but with a view of 
cautioning him to avoid fuch an example* 

" My dearefl fon," concluded fhej " I look * 
, *' back with pleafure to your dutiful condu£l hither- 
" to ; and, I hope, the future will never difgracc 
** the paft, I could wifli to live to fee you happily 
" eftablifbcd in life ; but it is not the will of Hea« 
<« ven — ^and that will alone be done ! I fubmit to 
** it's irrevocable decrees with reverence and refig- 
** nation. You will one day come into the polTef- 
** fion of an ample fortune ; but trufl not to fortune 
" for happinefs ; if you do, you will be deceived, 
" Let me, above all things, advife you, whenever 
** you think of the conjugal ftate, to beware th^t 
". you 4re not mifled by avarice or ambition. Let 
" the fuperftructure of love be raifed qn the broad 
** and folid bafe of a faithful cfteem. Before yo.u 
" enter on that important ftate, confidcr not merely 
" whether the woman you prefer can make you 
^ <' happy, but, divefting yourfelf of cygry feifilb 
*< principle, be fure that you can •reader her likq- 
f* wife completely fo, .^ >>.;&.- .. 

* ' «»AHci4 
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- ' *' AHcIa Elmfbrd I recommend to your induU 
.** gent notice ; and it is my defire you fliould, as 
,*/ you Ijave hitherto done, treat her with a biH>ther- 
•' \y affection- I love her as ^ daughter 5 you wilj 
<^ not be difgraced by adopting her for a fiilert 
** Virtue is amiable in every fituation in life ; and it 
''is no inconfiderable proof of true wifdom to fet 
♦' upon it, wherever found, it's proper value," 

Auguflus fell on his knee, took the extended 
hapd of his tender parent, and bathed it in a flood of 
undiflembled tears : but his heart was too full for . 
,uttcrance : He was obliged to quit the room, un- 
able to exprefs his gratitude, and (hut himfelf up in 
his ftiidy, to reflect, in melancholy filence, on the 
lofs he was about to fuftain, 

During the few remaining days of her good La- 
dy, Alicia was her conftant attendant, and fcarcely 
ever quitted her prefence ; and, in her laft moments^ 
|he worthy Dr. Goodwill, who had long been her 
fpiritual father and comforter, adminiftered to her 
<he laft f^cred ordinance ; and had the happinefs to 
fee her, with unQiaken faith, and cheerful hope, re- * 
fign bcr fpirit into the hands of her. bleffcd Re* 
dficmer. 

The 
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Tlic death of this divine woman not only mvorvcd 
the family at the' Hall in the deepeft affliction; but 
fpread a gloom over ^1 the neighbourhood ; the 
poor inhabitants having loft in her their bcft friend 
and benefactrefs : tho&gh it Was generally believed 
that Mifs Elmford, who was her exact counterpart, 
would fupply her plate tO the utmoft of htr ability.^ 

His Lordlhip too late lamented, with the deep- 
eft for row, the beft of women ; and, for her fake, 
promlfed to Alicia eternaf gratitude and protection. 

The lovely girl now flew for cohfolation to the 
calm ChriOian reafoning of Dr. Goodwill. This 
good man, who was an honour to his profelTion, in 
early life, had met with much oppofition, on aic- 
count of his fcrupulous integrity in matters of reli- 
gion ; and his honeft and difengenuous reproofe {for 
he never feared the face of man) were fo many'ob- 
ftacles in his way to the favour of the great, and to 
worldly promotion. Such was the man whom the 
pious Lady Laudcrbrooke had chofcn for her fpifi- 
tual preceptor, and had prevailed on her Lord, 
who was indifferent in thofe'things, to patronize. 



n 1 He 

Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



LAUDERBROO^Il 3J 

He was rector of a village, which produced him 
a very inconfiderable income : but the private boun« 
Xy of this Lady rendered his fituatton comfortable^ 
and enabled him to perform mahy acts of chanty, 
independent of thofe which he daily executed as her 
immediate almoner. 

Nor did (he neglect handfomely to provide for 
him in her laft illneis. 

Shortly after the death of her Lady, Mifs £Im- 
fi)rd. conceived that the m6rals of Auguftus had not 
belbi improved by his travels ; he feemed no longer 
'the modeft, diffident fchool-boy, but the, g^y and 
confident youth of fortune ; and he afTumed a degree 
.of freedom in his addreis, in which he made fome 
sdlufions to the life of honor, as it is falfely called> 
which, be tlie confequtfnces what they might, ihe w^s 
refolved to refent. 

• • This refolution flie put in practice, by rcfuGng to 
admit him to her prefence under any pretence. The 
druggie cod her dear, but (he hatd the fortitude to 
perfevere. The noble inflexibility of her virtue 
<:arried conviction to the heart of Auguftus, when he 
refolved to refume his travels ; and, by a long pe- 
nance, 
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nance, purcfiafe his p^ace With the ol^jeft 6f his affec- 
tions, or never more return to his native coimtry» 
Through the earneft interceffion of Jofeph An- 
thony, whom he had engaged in his behalf, fli6 con"- 
fented to grant him an interview previous to his de- 
parture. He cxpreffed the findereft contrition for 
any impropriety he might have been guilty of. He 
knelt at her feet, and feizcd her fair hand, which 
file ftrove to withdraw. 

« If Mifs Elmford,'' feld he, « ftill petfcveic 
<f in her refentment, 1 muft fubmit td my fate : but, 
** whatever may be her determinatioft, my pai&on 
" will remain unalterable. , Not anothei* of die fee 
** {hall ever engroft my affeftions. My conftaiit 
<« prayers (hall afcend for her felicity ! Till h^r heafe 
^ ffiall melt in pity to the unfortunate Auguftttf, 
« thofe fcenes of former happinels fhall never more 
*' glad his eyes!" 

He bowed, raifed her htod refpcftfully t6 his 
lips, and with lingering looks, that " fpokc unut- 
** terable things," withdrew. 

Mifs Elmford fell on the fcfe, and gave way to 
a flood of tender tears. 

^ Companion 
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CompaffipA fxoper to manl^pii appe^rf. 
Which Nature witners*d when ihe gave us tears. 
Of tcnd'reft fentiments wc only give 
Th^s proof — To weep is our prerogative. 

Auguftus haflcneJ to embark; and, in a few 
days, (he heard of his ia£t arrival at Calais. Every 
fccne about the Hall now wore in her eyes a gloo- 
my appearance ; and the only company flie chofe, 
were the family of Jofeph Anthony, whofe wife 
was ,a moft agreeable woman, and the venerable Dr.' 
Goodwill ; and to thofe Ihe dedicated the principal 
portion of her tiipe. 

. She had of late obferved a vifible change in the 
auftere manner <^ her Lord, which flie confidered 
merely as the efie£l of her deceafed Lady's recom- 
mendation of her to his favour : but his remarkable 
condefceniions ibon began to ^ve her fome uneafi- 
nefs. She had been informed of his former difli- 
pated 9Hara£ler ^ and ihe trembled at the idea of be- 
ing a dependant on the bounty, and in the immedi- 
ate power of fuch a man. She would have been 
liappy rather to have feeh htm fet her at the diilaace 
of the humblcft meniaU . ^ 

A» 
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As bis Rielaiicholy wore ofF, (he had the mdrdfi- 
cation to obfervc his afliduities increafe. He fre- 
quently aflured her, that he could not confider her 
in the light of a fervant, (as Ihe had requeued,) but 
a fuperintendant of his domeftic concerns, in which 
capacity he*expe£led her to exa6h the fubordination 
of all his attendants* ' 

This trial was a psdnful one. She kneW not how 
to refill his generofity, nor how to accept his fa- 
vours: She wifhed to difcover the motives iironi 
whence they arofe. She was now the only female 
of confequence in the family ; and feared a confe- 
quence fo conferred would, in all probability, cx- 
pofe her to the envy, if not to the calumny, of a 
cenforious world, 

it,, . 

She confulted Dr. Goodwill occafionally ; and his 

counfel, added to her own confcious re5litude, con- 
firmed her mind, and fixed it's waverings. He 
difTembled not the failings of Lord Lauderbrooke, 
though his patron. He advifed her fo to comport 
berfelf, as to enfui e rcfpcft, and, like Cacfar's wife, 
filence even the feinteft whifpcr of/u/pidon^ 

. Miii 
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Mi(s Eliftford hfid acquainted her honeft parents 
"With the death of her benefaclrefs, and darkly hint- 
ed at the critical fituaiion in which'flie flood. The 
good people took the carlieft opportunity of exprefs- 
ing their apprejienfipns ; and, in their epiftles, 
which were wrote by the good. Clergyman, her fa- 
ther's employer, they tenderly cautioned her, above 
all things, to regard her reputation, even though 
file ihould be obliged to return deftitute as flie left 
them ; in which cafe, they would welcome her to 
their parental arras, and think themfelves happy irt 
fupporting her with the labour of their hands, and 
the fweat of their brow. 

She was but too ibon relieved from a ftate of in- 
certitude, by her Lord's dire£l avowal of an illicit 
paflion ! She flood for a moment filent and fliocked 
at the propofal : but had, however, the prefence of 
mind to exprefs her refentment of his conduft, with 
the moft determined twie of virtue. He was dif- 
concerted at fuch a repulfe ; and endeavoured to 
ibothe her with prefents, which flue rejefted with 
tlie contempt they deferved. 

He left her, with the heft, grace he could, half 

admiring, and half execrating, her noble integrity ; 

D ; and 
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and {he retired to the dreffing room formeriy her 
honoured Lady's, where throwing herfelf on her 
knees, with her face on the fofa, (he afpiratcd a fer-» 
vent prayer to Him whohajJ been her guardian frond 
her earlieft years, toprote^lher through the perils of 
her prefent fituation. 

Thofe lines, which had been written by Lady 
Lauderbrooke, and which (he had fet to raufic, and 
fung, afliftedbyherharpfichord, on which (he play- 
ed delightfully, afforded her much confolation : 

Rough is the path that Virtue treads ; 

Shaq) are the thorns that fpriog around ^ 
Narrow's the gate to which it leads. 

And 8V*ry fttp enchanted ground. 

Though oft the flow'ry Tallies rife 

Delightful to the traveller's eye. 
Ah I tempt them not; in gay difguife. 

There thoufand hidden ierpents lie. 

There youth and beauty*s deadlieft foes 
Await, in Fortune's (hades, their prey } 

Soft Flatt'ry's firen mufic flows. 
With Love, aifiduous to betray. 

Oh take with thee yon naodeft maid— 

RxLiGiOM is tbfe virgin's name- 
Accept hercounfcl, truft her aid. 

And iharc the blifs her Vot'ries claim^! 

Indeed, 
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Indeed, her Ladyfti^ had formerly prefented 
her, as though from a kind o£ prophetic impulfi^ 
with iieverai of her little compolitions, of a fimilar 
turn, from which the following " Elegy, to the . 
** Memory of an unfortunate Young Woman," can^ 
aot here be thought fuperfluous, or maUa-propos :— * 

Cold, cold, Septeinber*s breezes blow^ 
And deep the ihades of night defcend. 
While from the yew's funereal bough 
^ £ve*8 baneful, chilly drops impend. 

See'ft thou, dim riling through the gloom, 
•Appear yon white, unfculptur'd, ftone? 

Alas ! *tis lovely Emma's Tomb, 
Which weeping Virtue long fliall own. 

Untimely fell the maid divine, 

A victim to the wiles of l-ovej 
Guilt's keencft pang— vile man ! — be thine. 

Whom Youth, i;or Imjocence, could move! 

O, Beauty! frail and fatal dow'r 1 
What ftorms, what fnares await thy ^>loom, 

And, in thy beft and brighteft hour, 
Oonfpire to feal thy haften'd doom ! 

Yet, ftill, if honour guard thy fide. 

Though Truth, nor Faith, nor Worth fhould fave \ 
Thofe tears affection ne'er can hide, 
Thf Mufe ihall pour upon thy grave ! 

D a Mifs 
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Mifi Elmford waited for an opportunity of lay- 
ing her difficulties before her reverend monitor ; 
land, taking advantage of the abfence of Lord Lau- 
derbrooke, and the good man's vifit in that interval, 
•while the blufh of unfeigned modefty heightened 
htr .native beauties, ihe frankly entered into every 
minutiae of this vile propofition. 

The worthy do£k)r awhile lifted his hands and eyes 
in filent aftoi^ifhrnent ; and then gave way (o a zeal-> 
ous refentment of the offence, 

" Can it be pofTible," exclaimed he, " that Lord 
*' Lauderbrooke can think fo meanly of the deareft 
" friend of his departed faint ; and zoill he not be 
" overawed by the matchlefs virtues of a Mi& Elm- 
*« ford ? Well may we deplore the evil bias of human 
" nature !-— I have learnt not to fear the face of 
" man. — " IV^oe be unto me, if I fpeak not the 
" Truth," is the language of Scripture. I will 
*• wait on his Lordfhip immediately ; and, whatever 
•*' may be the confequence, I will not forbear, till 
" I have kindled on his cheek the blufti of fhame, and 
♦* implanted in his heart a deep reraorfe, forneglccl- 
*' ing the dying admonitions of the beft of women I** 

«« Pardon 
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** Pardon me, licar Sir!" faid flic, dropping on 
^^ her knee, ^* if I befeech you not to let this aiFair 
" go beyond yourfelf. I dread the vengeance of a 
*' man of fuch violent paflions ; and hope the re- 
*' pulfe he has met with from me, will reft rain' him 
♦' from fimilar freedoms^ Many, many, obliga- 
*' tions do I owe to this family : let not its tran- 
** quillity be difturbed on my account ! I fliould be 
" forry to appear ungrateful to the hufband of my 
*' dear^deceafed Lady, however unworthily he has 
<'aacd!" 

The good man was cha?mcd with her gratitude 
and humility, and tenderly raifed her, with affuran^ 
ces that he would, for her fake, let the matter 
drop : but cautioned her to beware that an over- 
trained generofity did not betray her into a fnare ; 
obferving, that an excefs of Mercy is a breach of 
Juftice, He added, that, fliould her Lord prefiime 
further, on her filence, he fliould think himfclf de- 
ficient in his duty, and unworthy of hi* facred call- 
ing, did he not reprove him with unqualified feve- 
rity ; for he was commiflioned from above, to ufe 
all his' poor abilities, in order " to turn men from 
" the error of their ways 4 " and to direct them 
into the paths of falvation, 
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. She bowed affent ; but her heart was too full for 
a reply. He obfequioofly retired, and left her to 
melancholy rcfle£Hon, 

" Good Heaven !*' exclaimed fhe, wringing her 
bands, " what a change do I experience ! Where 
*• ftall I turn for prpte6lion, when thofe who are 
*' entrufted to guard my honour and happinefs, 
*' prove unfaithful to their charge ! Are Father and 
" Son both in league again ft me ? Yet, am I 
** bound by Gratitude — ^by Love — to keep an al- 
*' mojl criminal filcnce ! — '* 

Her feelings were now wrought up to the higheft 
pitch, when {he threw herfelf into a chair, and 
•foight that relief which is the privilege of misfortune, 
^hile thofe charming lines of Rofconmion ftruck 
w:th full force on her mind : 

Hew happy Is the harmlefs country maid, 

Whov rich by nature, fcorns fiiperfluous aid ; 

Whofe modcft cloaths no wanton eyes invite, 
• Bur, like her foul, prcferve their native white.; 
. WKq, free from Aorms, which on the great oncfrfall, 

Miikes but few wiihes, and enjoys them all ! 

While onfweet grafs her bleating charge Uoes He, 

One happy lover feeds upon her e; e : 

Not one who on her, gods, or men, inpofe; 

But one whom Lo-v: has for this Lover ehfff. 

Many- 
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Many weeks pafled before flie obferved any tbing 
in the conduft of her Lord.which could renew her un- 
cafmefs, till one day, in the courfeof a converfation, 
into which he had imperceptibly drawn her, he took 
occafion to endeavour tp conciliate her mind, by a 
very valuable prefcnt of jewels, formerly her 
Lady's ; offering, at the fame time, fome apologies 
for his late conduft; but ftill avowing a paflion, 
which he declared himfelf abfolutely unable t0 
conquer* 

She dropped on her knee^, and clafping her 
hands, in agony, exclaimed, "O, my Lord! why 
" did you take me from the humble ftation in which 
" you found m'fe, to make me either guilty or un* 
*' grateful ? O fpare me ! and let me return to my 
'* parents, and to my native "poverty ; but let me 
" retain' the innocence I brought hithec ! If you 
** grant this requell, for yourfeif,. and for every 
*' branch of your family, fhall my daily prayers be 
** offered ; and I will never ceafe to invoke a thou- 
*' fan4 bleffrngs on your heads 1'* 

Fortunately, his Lorddilp lo(l his .diCcretion at 
this fpccch ; and the natural turbulence of his temper 
returning, he exclaimed, " Perverfe girl ! Ihail I 
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*' not be obeyed? You are as unworthy of my no//ctf, 
*' as of my gtntroftty ! But, I have you ilill iti my 
*' power — And-^-remember ! — I will take care— • 

" Ingrateful 1 " He faid no more, but flung. 

himfelf away ; and clapped the door after him, 
with fuch violence as (hook the whde fabric, 

Mifs Elmford remained thunderftruck, and her 
eyes refufed her their wonted relief of tears. She 
fiood almoft inanimate, a ftatue of defpair. His laft 
words funk deep into her heart ; they contained a 
threat ; imperfeft, indeed, but terrifying. — f" Rt^ 
member f-^I will take care /" Perhaps, thought 
(he, he meaot for the conclufion-^*^* Yaujhdl not 
tfcape /" 

The ftate of her mind, for the remainder of the 
day, was a ftate of inexprelTible anxiety, apprehen- 
iion, and alarm. She confined herfelf to her room 
till the .evening, when, weary of her perplexing 
conjeftures, and of herfelf^ Ihe intended taking a 
walk in the grove, behind the houfe ; a fcene which; 
•ibr its tranquil and retired fituation, (he was remark- 
ably attached to. 
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. The path to this pleafant fpot lay through the 
kitchen garden, at the extremity of \vhich was 9, 
little wicket, which opened into the principal ave- 
ijue. This wicket had never had any other faften- 
ing than that of a latch. What muft have been the 
aftonifhment of Mifs Elmford, when (he found it fe- 
qured by a Urong lock, and could get no informa- 
tion of the key from any 9f the fervants ! 

Her fears were now confirmed : and fiie had 
every rea&n to fuppofe, from her prevaricating an- 
fwers ^nd condu£l, ^ that one of the upper female fer- 
vants, who had been fufpefied of an intimacy with 
her Lprd, was in the fccret- 

Her cafe was now defperate, s^nd {he fet all her in-r 
vcntioi^ on the ftyetchj to meditate an efcape fromi^ 
place and people, which flie began to dcfpife: as 
well as fear. It was impoflible to fcale the wall 
without afliftance, and flie knew not but every 009 
in the family might be in the intereft of her Lord. ' 

• Surrounded, perhaps, by fpies, {he . kne'y\r it 
i/^rould be in vain to attempt to leave the houfe by 
way of the front gates ; as, in that cafe, flie would be 
open tp their view, for ^t leaft half a mile over the 

lawn. 
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lawn. A thought at laft ftruck her, ivhlch appear- 
ed highly iavourable to her dcfign, ^* 

The v(ifs of Jofeph Anthony, by the recommen- 
dation of Mils Elmford, was laundrefs to the &• 
mlly ; and the good man, on a certain day in every 
month, fetched the linen from the Hall for the wafii 
at their own houfe. She recollefted this was the 
evening on which he was to come. 

In the evening he arrived, and, as ufoal, was in- 
troduced to his benefafitrefs, whom, tp his great 
furprize, he found in tears ; but he congratulated 
himfelf on his good fortune in having a letter to pre- 
fent her, which he had juft received from Auguf- 
tizi; and which, he concluded, would adfninifter 
the comfort of which fhe feemcd to ftand in need. 
She took it with an abfent mind, and broke the 
fcal ; but was too much agitated to examine it's 
contents. 

"Oh, Jofeph!" faid flie, «I once had the 
** good fortune to render you a fervice. I now 
"Hand in need of a return of that friendftiip. Can 
*' yoU'be fecret ? You fee me now a prifoner in 
" the v^ry houfe in which I have formerly been 

«'fo 
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** Co happy I I muft fly diis place. Will you aflift 
^' me ? Will you &ve me from the dangers vthich 
** furround me ?'* 

Jofeph flood fixed to the eatth^ in gaping afto- 
fiHhment. He made no farther enquiries than, 
what eould he do to ferve her ? 

She faid, if he could conceal in his halket of 
linen, and take away a few neceffiiries, which {he 
wodld feteh hfti, to keep them at his houffe till he 
ihould hear fiirther from her, file would truft to Pro- 
vidence for the reft ; when, hardly giving him time 
to reply, ihe haflened up to her room, and packing 
up a few trifles, committed them to the care of ho« 
ncSt Jofeph ; begging him to leave the houiie as foon 
as poflible, in order to avoid fufpicion. When flie 
bade — God blefs him, and his family, his looks 
fpoke a refpe£Uul cunofity ; and the tears gliftened 
in his eyes as he retired. 

** Jofeph !" whifpcred fhe, catching the door 
before it clofed, " another wotd. My troubled 
** make me forgetful. Do you think it impoflible to 
** procure a key, which may open the wicket 
« that leads into the grove ?*^ <* Can you defcribe 

« it's 
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« it's make, Madam,'-' faid he ? "I think/' re- 
plied (he, " it is but a common lock. The key,* 
" unfortunately, I have not feen/* 

'^ I fh^U be here again to-morrow, Madam. I 
" will endeavour t6*get two or thriee keys,; one or 
*« the other of which may, perhaps, anfwer your 
** purpofe, if you are determined' *t—-^ 

" Determined /" — ^interrupted fiie. — " I am, tn- 
'' deedy determined,! Jofeph. — My happinefs, pre- 
" fent and future, b concerned. — ^Be fccret \ be 
** expeditious I" 

Here the found of a foot on the ftairs precipitated 
kis departure. He haHened to difpatch his bunne(% 
and quit the houfe. 

r At a late hour, a gentle tap at the door roufed 
Mifs Elmford from her melancholy reverie. It 
was Mrs. Eleanor, whom we have before mention- 
ed as the favourite of Lord Lauderbrooke. She 
came under a pretence to entjuire after her healthy 
and to oifer her confolation.in her trouble. Her 
difcourfe indireftly led to the amiable qualities of 
her Lord, and the high efleem he profeifed for Mils 

Elmford, 
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Eimford.' • She cafily faw through thsr artifice, 
grew uneafy, but, wiAout aifering. a direft refent- 
sncnt, removing from' one chair to another, tacitly 
evinced her contempt of the meflage and the mef* 
fenger. 

Eleanor, from a want of equanimity, after a 
little while, flamed out, upbraided her with illiberal 
lity, and want of gratituder to ihe family : nor did 
fee even fparc to' threaten, when Mifs Elmford 
could not be induced to anfwer her impertinent re* 
Hiarks or interrogations ; and at laft flung away 
firom her in a manner which feemed t»forbode ibmd 
siore alarming misfortune*- 

She thought this a not unfortunate, thouglv dii^ 
agreeable, incident, by which flie now faw well to 
what (he had to trufl, and could not clofe her eyes 
to fleep for the night, growing impatient, almoil to 
diftraftion, to know the event of her fchcinc with 
Jofeph^ 

In order to divert her melancholy, (he opened 

the letter, which {he received the preceding day ; 

and which, in her perturbed (late of mind, Ihe had 

huhcito forgotten. She obferved that it''s date was 

E a month 
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a month prior to its receipt ; from whence .{he cor« 
eluded diat it muft have been mifcarried, or mlfiaid 
for the inter^enient time. Spite of ail her ftrug- 
^es, her heart beat to' love, when (he caft her ey^ 
on the fubfcription ; and it's contents were fuch, 
as confideraWy interefted her feelings, and bcfpoke 
&r the writer a degree of compafHon, of which {he 
thought her bofbm incapable. He concluded by 
obierving that, he coold no kmger abfent himiielf fironi 
her prefence ; but that, fcnfiblc of thc^imprc^rictjr 
of his coftduft, which he afcribed only to youthful 
levity, and wearied with racking fufpence, he vras 
determined to return home, and throw himfelf at 
her ieet, to folicit her mercy, or meeit that fate 
which mud be the confequence of her iq^exible de- 
termination. 

Joieph having {laid later than his ufual hour, Ihe 
began to fear that fome fufpicions had arifen ; 
and that he would be refuled admittance to her. 
She, however, foon found herfelf agreeably deceiv- 
ed, by his arrival with the promifed keys, by which 
circumftance {he found her mind much relieved ; 
and making him a pecuniary prefent, with a pro- 
tnife to give him early information of her fuccefs, 

Ihe 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



lAUDSHftlLOOXf. 51 

fit difiauflfed Ittsi with tears in his eyes, and halt 
ttttored bld&ngs on !u$ tongue. 

On revolving the ficp (he was about to take, 
Mifs Elmford's heart palpitated with undefcribsMe 
fenfations ; nor was the leaft caufe of her regret, 
that of leaving her little hbrary, with which ihe had 
been complimented by her worthy * Lady ; and 
vhercj in her company, fhe had fpent fome of the 
happieft moments of her \itt. 

This coUe£lion did honor to the talle and ptety 
of that divine woman. In addition to the fir ft claf. 
fical prodtifHons in divinity, hiftory, biography, 
&c. it comprifed die lighter Ipecies of literature ; 
though every thing of a loofc, irreligious, orindeji- 
cate nature, which fcrves to corrupt the tafte, or 
inflams the palfions, were carefully excluded. 

Her Lady {hip was neither pedant nor bigot; her 
judgment was found, her reafoning truly logical, as 
well as Chriftian, by which iheibared above thofe 
narrow TKKions, which ibmetimes prejudice and 
cramp the moft worthy minds. Of thofe poets who 
have efpoufed the caufe of virtue and religi<m, fhe 
bad }Sdc higheft opinion ; and authors who taught 
Ea • by 
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By example as iwell precept, (he ever held in the 
greateil edimation ; .among the foremoU of thofe 
ranking the ingemous Mr.^Richardfon^ whole 
.works .{lie frequently read, and whofe ftiaxims more 
:frequ0ntly tecoinmended and inculcated* 

Fable and allcgovy were origmally intended to 
be. the vehicles <of ediBcatioa and morality. They 
were the chafle drefTes in which exuberant &ncy 
exhibited the faired forms of truth ^^nd virtue, in 
order to render them more captivating to mankind. 
•Thofe who read- the fcriptures attentively, will find 
jnany pf their fcr^aples obvi»te4, by qbferving a prm- 
.cipsj .part of themxoutain muth of this kind of writ- 
ing- The poetical parts, particularly, abound with 
imagery, allufion^, metaphor, and figures, which mull 
ilrike the mind very forcibly ; not to fay aay thing 
of that fublime zuhoUy which forms fo complete a 
Jyjiem of morality and redemption. 

.But, in procefe of time, the external embelUfb- 
roeqts became the obje£^s of admiration, while the 
irUer^d lay difguifcd, or bid from public .notice ; 
benqe thole tales replete wifh incident, and deilitute 
of fentiment ; written to no purpofe, and read to 
no cj^d ! fronx wl^ich Xuc fcrupulous have ferxned 

an 
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'te unfevourable opimon, and continued to decry 
the whole as corrupt and immoral. 

Nor can we {brm a much more charitable judg< 
roent of many works ^roftifcdiy fentimentoL Are 
not the moft brilliant fentiments of our modem au- 
thors ilUdire^ed, or miiapplied ? Do they not tend 
rather to enneryate than ennoble the mind P Even 
thofe who are the warrooli enthufiafts for ideal fen- 
fibiUty, do they often difplay it in their conduft in 
life ? They can pafs by the ftarving child of misfor- 
tune with cold indifference; fpurn " the naked 
<* wanderer of the ftreet ;" or treat with farcaftic 
tinnieUy, the unfortunate female whom hard ncceflity 
has driven to feek an afylum in infamy ! 

It would, indeed, be well if writers of every de- 
fcriplion, in their Hghtcr flights, would ** keep in 
|heir mi!)d's eye" diat line remark of Boileau : 

f< Rien n'eft beau ifit le Vrai. Le Vrai fenl eft aimable s 

*' II doit regner par tout 9 & meme dans la fable. 

*• Dc t(W|te Fiftion Tadroite Faufetc , 

" Nc tend qu 'a foire ai^ ycux briller la Veritc*' 

Thefe were the opinions of that good Lady to 

whom Mils Elmford owed her pall happinefs, and 

E 3 thev 
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ihey are happily conformable to thofe of a Worthy, 
and learned dignitary of the church of England.* , 

The critical moHjient at laft arriyed. When the 
b^ ru|:g the fervants to dinner, our adventurer 
flole down ^he back flairs, and, greatly agitated, 
walked into the garden : yet confidering this ai pro- 
bably the laft opportunity flje would have, flie has- 
tened towards the gate, which was hidden from 
iight of the houfe by the inlerpolition pf fome large 
fpreading evergreens. 

With a treiubling hand, fhc applied two keys in 
vain ; but the third fortunately eBe^led her defign, 
and admitted her into the grove. 

With a fluttering heart, looking behind hep every 
few fleps, (he flew down the gravel walk, which 
led,, beneath the clunap of firs, by her favouritf 
chair, where (he ufed to fit and read, till !he had 
yaOfed the gate which led into the great public 
roadj where, ro elude purfuit, {he ftruck into a bye 
path, which (lie concluded would bring her ,lnto 
another, by which die Tliould be able to reach her 
father's houfe about midnight^ confiding in the 

- early 

» AnhUJhof Tilloijon, 
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early rifmg'of the moon^ and the fiitenefs of tho 
evening. 

Under her arm fiie carried a fmall bundle, which 
contained a few neceffaries ; and (he thought her- 
felf juftifled in taking with her what valuables fhe 
pofTeffed from the former kindnefs of her indulgen 
Lady, the very recolIe6lion of whom filled her mind 
with agonizing pangs. Oft would the big figh 
burft from her bofom, and the tear roll down her 
damaCk cheek, as fhe caft her eyes over the vaft ex- 
tent of country, which now began to fade around, 
as the fua funk beneath the diilant azure hills ; 

■ The ev'ning now with bluihes warms the arr^ • 
The fteer refi^ns his yoke, the liind his care 5 
The clouds aloft with golden edgings glow. 
And falling dews refresh the flowers below. 

To a heart at eafe, the ferenity of the evening, 
and the beauty of the furrounding landfcape, might 
have afforded much pleafure. It was compofed of 
|ine level downs, on one hand, purpled with wild 
thyme, whofc fragrance floattcd on every gale : on 
the other appeared vallies, watered with ferpentlne 
ilrt:aip.s, whofe banks were cloathed in green and 
■ . ' ' yellow ; 
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ytWcM ; and, to bound the whole, , hanging- woods^ 
which covered the fcreens of the hills, as far as the 
eye could ftretch. All thefe in vain confpired to 
haraioniee the paflions of the fair exile. She had 
feme faint recoUe£^ion c^ having pafled this road 
once before ; that was with her beloved father, in 
their way to Lauderbrooke Hall ; but how differ- 
jcnt then were her feniations 1 then, all was noveltj 
, and expe£lation : noW| bitter refleftion and regret. 

According to her own computation, (he muft 
haare beea about feven or eight miles diftant^ from 
the Hall, when the laft faint gleams of the fettin^ 
fun quitted the tops of the hills, and the black 
clouds begun to rife on the verge of the horizon. 

Approaching the borders of an extenfive foreft, 
file met a woodman with a bundle of flicks on hi$ 
back, and his bill hanging on his arm, returning 
from his labour. Encouraged by the opennefs and 
fimpHcity of his countenance, ihe enquired if the 
path {he was then in lay dire6lly through the 
wood ; and whether there were any crofs roads^ 
which might miOead her ? 



•< Madam," 
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' *' Madam," anfwered he, " if your honor 
*' would be advifed, I believe you would not go 
*' through that wood, but take your road on the 
*' left, which goes round it : Jt may be a mile far- 
*' ther, or fb : but 'tis altnoft night ; and I f6ar, 
*' by 'the working of the clouds, that we have a 
" ftorm coming. Befidcs, they fay there has been 
*' bloody work hereabouts : that . ibine paffengers 
" were formerly killed near an. old caftle, which 
" you will pafs, by the road's fide ; and that th^ 
*' fpiiit has been fe6n to crofs the road frequently, 
*' flaring martagoujfy with eyes a3 large as fauccrs! 
*' For my part, I have never feen nothiT%g myfelf ; 
" but I know thofe that have j and ha* been mainly 
" frightened too I" 

" And, pray friend, is the caftlc ydu fpeak of 
"inhabited?" faid (he, 

" O, yes," faid he. " Some old people live 
*' there ; but they are fcl^om feen out by any body« 
*^ As for me, I would i^ot live in it for allf the 
« world!" 

Poffeffed of a mind duly fenfible of feriQus invr 
prellions, but fuperior to fupeiftitious notions, (he 

fmiled 
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finiied at his fixnpUclty, thanked him for his kind 
information and advice, and proceeded oq her 
jaiirncy. 

- *' She had not gone for, before the heavens were 
^bfcured widi blacked douds, and the rifing winds 
howled load through the bending branches of the an- 
» cient foreft oaks. Thfcfe pre&ges were fuccccded 
' by a violent (lonn ef fain, and a. clitp of diftant 
"ilmnder. 

$he now began to tire, and felt her fpirits fail 
lier, %h^ (he oMerved a feint glimmering light, on 
in eminence a little way on the right, towards 
which fee turned ; and with fome difficulty paffed 
the court, which was ftrcwed with maffy juins, 
that the rude hand of Time had &aken from their 
£>undation5. 

After knocking two or three times at the door, 
it was opened by an old woman, with a taper in 
her hand, the feeble rays of which ferved to difco- 
ver a countenance far from affording encouragement 
to Our benighted traveller. The complexion of her 
hofiefs was of a, wanifii yellow, furrowed wifih the 
deep wrinkles of age ; her brows overfiiadowed a 
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pair of red and hollow eyes, with a nofe and chin 
which nearly formed an arch over a wide and tooth- 
Icfs mouth. 

Mifs Elmford, with a modeft diffidence, begged 
pardon for her freedom, infonning her that, not 
being accuftomed to this part of the country, and 
pight coming on, together with tempelluous wea<« 
ther, (he had been induced to beg the favour of ({le 
indulgence of their kitchen fire till the morning, for 
ivhich Ihe would gladly make them a compenfatiom 

A hoarfe voice, which feemed to ifllie firom, aar 
adjacent room, then £ud, " Let 'era come in.** 
At which the old woman opened the door, and 
flood on one (ide to admit her, meafuring her 
from head to foot, with her eye, as ihe entered, as 
though in admiration of her beauty and elegant 
form ; then ihutting the door, in an unfocial accent, 
with a kind of half welcomei fiie bade her follow 
her. 

She introduced her into a large apartment, the 
wall's of which were decorated with tattered pitlures, 
hatchments, rufty weapons, and pieces of ancient 
armour, fome of which were hung on the laige ant- 
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lers of the flag. The floor Was checqiiered with 
black and white marble. A few antiquated damafk 
chairs and a table were all the furniture it contained ; 
and thofe were evidently in the laft ftage of decay. 

Before a fmoaky wood fire, on the hearth, in a 
worm-eaten chair, fat a grizly figure of a man, over 
whofe fallow and fickly features feemed to hang a 
gloom of melancholy, which particularly ftruck her 
attention. 

• He drew afide his chair, to make room for them; 
but ftill preferved a dark and fulleh filence. For a 
moment he raifed his eyes to the lovely countenance 
of his fair gueft ; then fixed them again on the fire, 
in a kind of ftupid contemplation. 

A figh burll from the bofom of Mifs Elmford, 
which feemed to awaken the curiofity of her hoft- 
cis, who then hrft expreffed a defire of being made 
acquainted with the caufe of her journey. Mifs 
Elmford was encouraged by her interrogations, and 
artlefsly gave a Ihoh hiflory of the laft few years of 
her life. 



Her 
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Her talc now began to win the attention of the 
old man likewife, who liftened with an apparent 
degree of intereft ; and even now and then required 
a repetition of Ibme particular paflages of her narra- 
tion ; at the conclufion of which, they both with- 
drew to the door, where they feemed to converfe 
' with fome eameftnefs, though in a low voice ; and, 
by their frequently cafting their eyes towards her, 
file concluded that they were confulting how to ac- 
commodate her for the night. 

The old woman then fet on the table a cruft of 
brown bread and cheefe, to which (he added a jug of 
four beer ; of which Mifs Elmford partook with 
thankftdnefs, for (he had ate little that day. 

After fupper, the old man retired to reft : when 
her hoftefs informed her, that Ihe had only two beds 
in the houfe, - one of which had not been flept on for 
a long time, and was in a room which was very fel- 
dom opened, and wanted airing. If fhe could dif- 
penfe with that, and could lie down widi her clothes 
on, (he was welcome ; and ihe would leave her a 
lamp to burn by her* 



JP She 
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Ske accepted the offer with grsutitude ; and hav* 
lag condu£bd her throu^ fome intricate palfages to 
the apartment, the old woman, whofe name, (he 
learnt, was Magdalene, wilhed her good night, 
Ihul;, the door, and retired* 

After falling on her knees, and recommending 
herfelf to the proteQicm o£ the Almighty, {he com- 
pofedly arofe, and contemplated her fituatioo. The 
furniture of the hed-room was of the faooe fiamp and 
date as that of the apartment helow* 

The fionn now abated, the winds fuhfided, and 
die moon was brealting through the clouds n^t h& 
fore her window, which was^ of th^ ggthic archltet* 
ture, and whofe dim panes would fcarce admit it's 
ieeble rays. She raifed herielf on a broken chadr, 
smd looked put at a cafement, which clattered as (he 
opened it, from whence (he was enabled to form 
(bme idea of the building. It waft« (Iru^hire which 
had often ieen the ruthlefs hand of Time — 

*• Sweep the toiling race of men, 

** And all their laboured monuments, away.** 

The two round towers, with decayed battlements 
crowned with joiantling ivy, caught the beams of the 

* moon^ 
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moon, and rofc in the boideft point of light : the 
other parts were maffed in fliade. Amidft the fiill- 
nefs of midnight, the hooting of the owl, and the 
ruftling of the dying breeze through the furrounding 
trees of the extenfive foreft, added not a little to the 
iblemnity of the fituation. 

The walls of the room flie poflfefled were damp, 
mouldy, and ftreaked with green, where the rains 
bad frequently oozed through the neglefted roof; 
amd, as ftie examined every part wiinutely, flie dif; ^ 
covered a trap-door in the corner, which opening 
with great diffici^y, (he faw a few fteps, whMi 
communicated with a long darl gallery, of which 
flte could not fee Ae end* Her courage failed her : 
{he fliut the door foftly^ and laid her down on the 
bed : but found it impoflible to compofe her eyes to 
fleep, from a reftlefs curiofity to become acquainted 
with the other parts of this myfterious building. 

Soon as day-light entered her windows, Ihe 
arofe ; again opened the trap-door, and taking the 
lamp in her hand, defcended the fteps, and paffed 
the gallery ; at the end of which {he conceived {he 
heard a voice, like that of one in prayer or fupplica- 
tion. She ftarted back, and recovered her fyr^ 
F z , prize, 
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prize, by endeavouring to perfuade hcrfelf' that thofc 
founds were only the fuggeilions of a difturbed ima- 
gination ; when a grating behind her, like that of 
ibmebody unlocking the door of her apartment, re- 
called her attention, and flie flew, back, and let 
down the trap-door with the greateft precaution ; 
which fhe had ho fooner done, than her hoftefs en- 
tered ; and it was with difficulty our feir adven- 
turer could conceal her perturbation* 

* Magdalene app^red ht more civil and conver* 
Cble than on the preceding evening, and even 
applogized for the poverty of her lodgings, and fo 
forth. Her lovely |ueft, with unaffefted gratitude, 
filenced her with thanks for her kind attention and 
folicitude on her account. 

They both returned to the room to which {he 
was at hrft introduced ; and the old man, whofe 
name, fhe underftOod, was Rufus, joined them at 
breakfafl ; nor was he fo referved as he had hitherto 
appeared. He led to the fubjeft of the laft nigHt*s 
convQrfation, and, (he thought, he feemed to dwell 
upon it in a remarkable manner. They .both advif- 
?d her by no means .to think of purfuing her jour- 
pey alone through^the foieft, without a guide ; '^nd 

then, 
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tlien, without giving her time to reply, infifled {he 
ihould ftay till noon, and take a, relation of theirs^ 
who would arrive ahout that time, to siccompany 
and dire6k her. 

She exprcffed great anxiety fo go : but her hoft 
(apparently from motives of kindnefs) refufed to 
comply with her dcfire. 

She pafied the morning with the greateft impati* 
ence, and no vifitor appeared.^ She had frequently 
obferved -Rufus and his wife withdraw, and xon» 
verfe in a low voice, with fame degree pf warmth j 
but her generous heart ws)s ready to check every fuf- 
picion which rofe in her mind, on balancing fuch 
circumilances. She knew not deceit herfelf, and 
was ever willing to judge favourably of. others. 

Evening approached, and the promifed guide did 
not arrive ; when Ihe again yielded tq their impor* 
tunities, to ftay with them another night. To this 
(he the more readily confcnted, from a hope of hav- 
ing another opportunity of making &rther difco- 
veries ; which lay much on her mind." 



F 3 When 
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When her hoft and hoftefs were gone to reft, flie 
took her lamp in her hand, with great intrepidity 
Opened the myfterious door, and again defcended 
into the long gallery, at the end of which (he difco-r 
vered another door, with a large rufty key in it, 
which appeared to he feldom touched by mortal 
band, ' , 

Here (he fixed herfelf, and lifterfed ; when the 
fame voice again ftruck her ear, and {he could 
plainly diftinguifli thcfe words, which feemed to 
form/the conclufion of a prayer, and were pro- 
pounced with a ftrong and deliberate emphafis : — 
♦^ Yet not my will, O Lord ! but thine be done!" 

For a moment {he {lood petrified : but foon col- 
lefting courage, and putting to all htr {Irenglh, 
turned the key, the grating of which, together with 
ihat of the reluftantly opening door, reverberated 
through the long and hollow arches, with a found 
(" to compare fmall things with great'*) not unlike 
Milton's infernal doors, 

. *■ Which pn liheb hinges grated 
** Harfli' thunders ; which the loweft bottom fhook 
. ♦< Of Erebus 1" 

i Her? 
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Here fiie beheld a venerable figure of a man, juil 
riling from an attitude of prayer. He was wrapt 
in a long cloak ; hh perfon was tall and graceful ; 
}iis Jpng beard waved in profufioii over his breaft ;* . 
and (m his pale countenance, peace and refignation 
were vifibly pourtraycd. The furniture of his cell 
appeared to be only a wretched bed, a chair, and a 
}?roken table, on which lay a dirty bible, the beft 
find only fol^ce of his njd^ncholy hours. 

He turned his eyes towards the door, with aflo^ 
nifhment, at fight of the lovely ftranger ; and his 
bofora heaved a deep figh as he articulated, " Un- 
" for|:unate wom^an ! by what perverfc deftiny are 
" you doomed to become a partaker of my misr- 
<« fortunes ?" 

< *« Pj^rdon, reverend man," faid fhe, " pardon 
" an undefigning female, whofe curiofity only can 
" apologize for her intrufion." 

'' Afk not my pardon,'* faid he ; " 'tis a,mo- 
/• mcntary gratification to me once more to behold 
*' the human face divine ; but an additional pang 
** di fiends my bofom, when I reflefl, that another 
'* of my fellow- creatures is fallen into the hands of 

• « tLofe 
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*^ thofe fiends, wkqfe tender mercies are inexprelli- 

hly cruel r' 

Hei blood thrilled cold through her veins, as ho 
finifhed his fentence ; and a ferious ienfe of her pe-* 
rilous fitiiation agitated her whole frame. 

* She, however, called up all her fortitude, and 
ftllled the apprehenfions of the good man, by affur- 
iujT him that fhc had it ft ill in her power to quit the 
place whenever (he chofe, 

<' Truft then no longer thofe people," faid he : 
** You know them not ; they defer vc not -your con- 
^' fidence. Seize the opportunity. Con fider your 
•* own fafety : and leave me to my fate !" 

Mifs Elmfbrd felt a fudden ftiock at this alarming 
injimftion !-*- 

<* Before the morning,** feid Ihe, " I carnioi 
" go. This night (hall be devoted to your conver- 
** fation. Unbofom Xo me your misfortunes ; and 
•* 1 will hazard my own life to render you fervice !*• 



«KJnd 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



LAUDERB&OOKfi. 69 

** Kind and virtuous young lady I" exclaimed 
he, " you have my heartfelt thanks for your. 

" good intentions : But, Ah ! I fear" He 

fhook his head — ^hefitated, and then remained fbrrow- 
fullyfaeot. 

She interpreted that filence not at all in her own 
favour. However, after fome little expoftulation, 
ihe drew from him the following brief hiftory of hi|i 
misfortunes^ 

<' Defcended from an ancient and honourable fa.- 
^ mily/' faid he, "1 entered into Ufe with the 
*' £dreft profpefts, and the higheft expe£lationsu 
.*' My name can avail you nothing ; my misfortunes 
^^ claim your commiferation, , 

*^ At an early age, ^ I conceived an jnvincible 
*' palTion for the profefiion of arms ; and, having 
.*' obtained a commiflion, had the honour of fign*^- 
*' lizing myfelf in different aftions in the fervice of 
'' my king and country, i 

> 

*' In the late war, I was called upon to leave 
*' an affe6lionatc wife and an infant daughter,- to 
*« whofe fate, alas ! I am to this day a ftrapjer'-W 

Here 
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' Mere lie clafpeii his hands, and ndfed ku eyes in 
slgony, while the big tears rolled down the farrows 
of his gricf-worft che^. 



" I left," — ^with fome difficulty, refwaed 
** my native country, for the feat of war on the con- 
** tinent ; where, after having funoooanted many 
*« difficulties, and braved death in all its moll dreads 
** ful forms, I returned, crowned with lanrels, at 
*^ the conclufion of a glorious campaign, to repoft 
*' myfclf on the downy bofom of domeftic felicity. 
^ But what mortal fhall prefunu on fuHtre happi* 
** nefs ? I had fcarcely fet foot on my native foiF, 
*^ when I was attacked in paffing a wild heath by H 
** band of ruffiahs-*-by whofe hands my faithfbl fer- 
*' vant fell — ^who brought me inglorioufiy gagged 
*' and blindfolded, by bye-ways, from a great dif- 
** tance, lothisfcene of horror, where I have remain- 
<' ed ever fincc ; never having till now been bleffed 
•*. xith the light of a human being, but the wretches, 
-^* who defcnre not that appellation, who bring m© 
<* my fcanty morfel of daily food, I know not 
** how many years I have lingered here. I loft the 
** era of computation in a fever and delirium, into 
** which I fell, through the violence of my grief, 
"^ on fifft entering this inanfion of furrow. This 
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^ cH^Hdermufihavelaftedmea very confidenble time; 
** and, even after my rtfftoration to rcafoij, I funk 
** into a hopelefs ftupor of a ftill longer durahon, 
'< But, tkmks to the. God of all mercies ! he 
'' has at laft taught ne '' to look above this Uttk 
^^funt .of things ;** and, fioce there is n<5 hope for 
** me on this fide the grave, hath endued my foul 
^^ with faith and patience, to wait with humble refig- 
*^ naiion for the rapturous moment when he ihali 
*^ wipe away all tears from my eyes, and grant mc 
** an holy and happy enfranchifement. With David 
" of old, I have leBurned to walk always in his fight, 
*^ and to call on him night and day. His word 
^ alone is my confolatiom and deli^JH : confiding in 
<< that, I pals the <^ valley of the fhadow o£ 
•' death ;** and hope to come forth from the furnace 
*< of afflxBion like gold leven times purified by 
wfire!** 

Alicia flood fixed in ipeechlefs ^ttnazement, at 
the recapitulation of fome circumftances, which flie 
had before heard from the mouth of her late much- 
honoured Lady — But recovering herielf a little, iho 
exclaimed) with a tremuloos accent*-^ 
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' " Gracious Heaven ! and is it poffiblc your name 
** can be— 

' " Beaufort" — interrupted he, with an eagernefe 
that evinced equal furprize, while he raifed his eyes 
to hers, with all the impatience of curiofity. 

At that very moipent they were alarmed by a 
violent noife, like that of a Huge fragment of the 
building defccnding on the floor above their heads. 

They were both ftartlcd. « Fly!" feid he, 
" fweet excellence ! Fly this inftant, leaft you be 
** implicated in my misfortunes ! Con Oder your 
** own fafety, and leave me to Providence !*' 

' He caught her hand ; but had not time to thank 
her. She burft away, darted through the gallery, 
mounted the fteps, and fliut down the trap-door 
with the greateft caution. 

' Trembling, and half breathlefs, with the violence 
of her agitation, (he threw herfelf on the bed, in 
which ftate (he thought fhe heard a voice of diftrefs^ 
and the found of footfteps on the ftairs ; when her 
hoftefs appeared with ftrong marks of horror depifted 
tn-her eoiihtcnance. " For 
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" For God*s fake, young Lady !*' cried flie, 
^ rife, and come with me this infis^nt !" 

A thoufand fears and fufpicions at once rufiied 
into her mind ; yet, ahhough hardly able to fupport 
herfelf, with trembling fteps fhe followed Magdalene 
up the ftairs, at the. top of which (he found her huf- 
band ftruggling in a fit. 

The idea of the crimes of thofe wretches ftruck 
her with a fecret horror ; but, ever alive to tl>e calls 
of humanity, (he rendered every afliftance in her 
power, to raife and refiore the miferable obje6l be^^ 
lore her, whofe eyes rolled with a kind of guilty 
terror on all around him ; and, during the whole of 
that melancholy night, he appeared to enjoy but 
{hort intervals of returning reafon. He iiow and 
then made figns, and muttered broken ientences, 
which the wife ieemed anxious to fupprefs or con- 
ceal ; nor was (he much lefs reftlefs and uneafy than 
himfelf. Her perturbation of fpirits muft, indeed, 
have been obvious to any one though not pofTeiTed 
of fuch lights as Mifs Elmford, who now hardly 
knew to which objeft to direft her pity. 



G It 
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It is dreadful to behold tde lad (Irug^es of con- 
fcious guilt — 

•« When Coniclence fpeaks — for it wili ipeak at laft, 
•« Our have unafked !" 

And it is the maxicti of the truly liberal mind, 
from a fenfe of it's own imperfeQions, at that aw- 
ful crifis, at which the ftouieft heart recoils, ifii be 
not invultierable, 



** Abhor the crime, but mourn the man f* 

• *• Sure there is none but breads a future ftate^ 
** And when the moft obdurate f^s»car they do not, 
** Their trembling hearts l>eUe their hoafting tongues!*^ 

Towards the approach of day-light, he lay more 
compofed, and fell into a fluraber; but. would fre- 
quently, like Shakefpear's Iknguine Monarch,* 
. Hart, and exclaim — " T^ them away ! — Take 
*' them.aw2ky ! — I walh my hands of it !'* 

Mifs .£l?afprd renewed her wifh to depa^ while 
yet {he had t,he day before her : but the old woman, 
with the utmoft eameftnefs, and with eyes fwim-| 

ming 
♦ Richard III. 
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ming in tdfs', befought her not to leave her, till flie 
cdUld procure feme affiAance, or her hafband's dif- 
order fliould take a favourable turn ; yet, be it as it 
may, {he promifed that ihe would not detain her 
longer than the next day. It was painful to her to 
refufe, though doubly fo to comply with thofe hard 
and unf leafant conditions. She was willing to fet 
cirftufliftances in the beft poffible light ; and hoped, 
from the appe^ran«e of fincerity in Magdalene's 
prbfeffions of gratiftide, that her perfon was fafe at 
IdsM ; and that this procrailination, through an un- 
fofiefeen event, might give her fome farther oppor- 
tunity of feeing and rendering her fervices la -an in-' 
nocent and unfortunate man, in whofe fate ftie felt 
her mind Fo inexpreffibly intercfted. 

Another dky, and great part of the night, paffed ^ 
in tTie moft gliDomy folicitude : but a little before ' 
the morning began to dawn, they obferved in the 
old man a m(5re permanent degree of reafon ; but, 
alas ! it only returned to awaken him to the moft 
poignant defpair. 

His^ whole fraqae was in a ftate of the moft vio- 
lent trepidation ; and in the bittemefe of his foul, 
he exclaicoedi 

G 2 " Wretch 
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<' Wretch that I s^n ! whither fhall I fly P What 
*' have I done ? Why will not confcience ccafc to 
" torment me ? Ah ! I have dont Jiich things — I 
*' have been guilty of fuck enormous crimes, that 
*^ the door of hope is fhut againft me for ever ! In* 
^< jure not the innocent — we have done that too 
*' much already." — [Turning his eyes to his 
*' mfe,"] — " Set them at liberty-^Add no more to 
^' my load of guilt ! by which I am overwhelmed-;-** 
'^ and linking ! I am about to enter into eternity, 
^' with hands imbrued with blood ! with a heart 
*' black with guilt^—I cannot^-^xviU not go I I can* 
<« not meet the Judge !'*— . 

Here his ravings roie to the highe(l phrenzy of 
defpair ; and Mifs Elmford was ready, to fmk with 
terror, while firuck with the truth of that alarming 
and awful affertion which (he here £iw verified — 

A death-bed's a deteftor of the heart, 
Afiarful lethire, and of fov'reign pow'r ; 
To vice confufion-i.— Ti&o' to virtue peace ! 

During this fcene of horror and difirefs, a violent 
thundering was heard at the outer door. Mifs 
£lmfi)rd's heart again palpitated. Magdalene flew 
down the flairs, and opened the door. Three men, 

who 
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wio Sad left their hirfei in the care of- a) fervant at 
thfe court gate, ruf|i«d .ih ;; the firft a fine young- 
gentleman ; the lidxta cieqg)cmaB ;. ^d: thfe kft a! 
plain, honeft- looking CDiimrJ^maft* finpatience was' 
in every look : they prefled forward with Httle ce- 
remony,. The okl woman 'was overwhelmed with 
eonfufion; - , 

- Various ajiprehenfions ftrnggled in the bofohi of 
Mifs Elmford. One moment fhe hoped, the expeft-, 
ed vifitor was arrived, to relieve her ; and the next, 
fhe coibceived'they were peribns fent in purftiit of 
her by Loid Lauderbrook?, 

She heard fevcrai voices at once ; but could not 
particularly diftinguith any thing which was faid» 
She could no longer rcfift the impulfe of curiofity : 
flie.ftole to ihs top of the ftairs, and liftened unob- 
fcirved, till fht heard her own name mentioned ; ^ 
and the old wcwnato, in hefitating accents, deny 
her. One of the voices grew louder,- and more im- 
portunate — She knew it to be that pf her father. 

Then, with the fwiftnefs of lightning, (lie ruflied' 

down the ftsii's, and flew into his arms, while he 

prefled h^r'to his heart, and bathed her cheek with 

G 3 * his 
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his tears. She fobbed audibly, but could not fpeak* 
^^ Be comforted) darling Of my fouL" cried the 
honeft Ambrofe, << be comforted I Look up, and 
" thank your friend and deliverer." 

She at length railed her lucid eyei, overflowing 
with tears, which met thofe of the amiable Augui^ 
tas, who approached, and took her hand with a mo- 
deil diffidence, while her heart throbbed, and glow- 
ed, alternately. 

"May I be permitted, dear Mifs Ehnford!" 
faid he, " to congratulate you on your releafe from 
" this vile place ?** A ready blufli waved over her 
humid cheek, while the enraptured father, without 
giving her time to reply, interrupted, — " Return, 
** my Alicia, your beft acknowledgments to this 
** young gentleman. You kfiow not how much 
*^ you are his debtor: to him, and to him onfy^ 
** you. owe your deliverance. — ^A thoufand bleflings 
« attend him V* 

It was now no time for pun£Hlio — ^He would 
have proceeded — had (he not turned to Auguftus, 
and dropped on her knees^ to thank him. His eyes 
beamied with tranfcendant lufire ; and Mifs Elm- 
ford, 
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fcrd, forgetting every unfevourabje imprcllion, fan- 
cied ihe never faw him look {o charmingly. 

He took her other hand, and raifed her with the 
greateft tendemcfs. She then firft noticed her 
friend Dr. Goodwill ; and took his offered hand. 
By turns they each embraced her, while the tribute 
of joy and gratitude fpontsmcous flowed fropn every 
eye, 

» 

During this affe6Hng interview, the old woms^i 
turned pale, her lips quivered, and her trembling 
limbs were fcarcely able to fupport her. They no- 
ticed her agitation, and defired her to be compofed : 
but what arguments can calm the guilty mind ? 
Fear and terror are its natural concomitants. She 
befeeched them, with many tears, not to dillurb the 
peace of her dying hufband. 

They bade her be comforted, and aflured her, 
that, on the contrary, they would render him all 
the afliftance in their power j and, as foon as he^ 
emotions had a little fubfided, at their defire, flie. 
retired, though with fome rebalance, to her huf- 
band, and left them together in the halL 

Her 
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Here Mi& Etmford was made acquainted with 
the means of her difcover^, m which account ftio 
attended with mute aftonilhment. 



The very day that fhe left Laudcrbrooke Hall, 
Auguft«s arrived, aceorditig to his prc^ofal, and 
immediately flew to,^thj& houf^. of Jo&ph Anthonyy 
who informed him of her flight, and, what keknjtWy 
of the occafion of it : intimating, that he underftood 
my Lord, his fethdr, iiUed >f9h revenge, vf^ gone 
In purfuit of her. On caming to ihe hall, in hik: 
fether -s aihfentft, he fouhd every tb^g there in llie 
greateft confuflon ; and a letter fobn after arrived, • 
fuperf^ribed: — 



*' To Lord Lauderbrooke, zoithfpced.** 



' The letter was deliveredv^to Auguftus, whofe im-^ 
p&tiena^ prevailing over his duty, and decorum, be 
broke the feal ; .an4 Wftd as folbws ;-r-" _ J . 

V ; f,, ^ " May 
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" May It pleafe your Lordfliip, 

" Your fair fugitive is fallen into our 
*^ hands, where we will take care to detain her till 
" you come. Make all the fpeed you poflibly can, 
** and the pcrverte fair one (hall yet crown your 
^* wiflies. 

*' Your's to fcrve, In what I may,, 

« Woodland Caftje." « Rufus B," 



This letter accounted for the former whifpering^^ 
an4 confuitations (he had remarked, and for the de« 
lays Ihe had experienced. 

(ler father had been made acc[uainted with her 
previous intention, by their common friend Jofeph; 
smd the old man immediately came to his houfe for 
farther, information. Dr. Goodwill was confulted 
on the occafion ; and ddfired to accompany the lov- 
er, and the diftreffed parent, to fnatch the unfortu- 
nate maid from the precipice of ruin ; and, there 
being no tiqie tp be loft,' they fet off immediately. 

Their 
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Their mutual congratulations were hardly ended, 
before Magdalen6, as though unwilling to leave 
them long alone, returned ; but appeared not to 
huve quite overcome her urieafmels and agitation, 

Mifs Elrhford- had not had time to rel^brt her dif- 
cbvery V flie theiretere' waited a betVeV opportunity ; 
and, with little ceremony, they all followed the old 
woman up ftairs to the fick room ; although flic 
feemed to lead the way with much reluftance. 

The hufljand, at their firft entering, appeared 

delirious. — " Who are you ?'* cried he : " Arc 

" you the minifters of vengeance ? If fo, leave me 1 
^ leave me ! I (hall not long be here. Let me but 
" die in peace, I will difclofe every thing !" 

Dr. Goodwill offered him fpi ritual 'confolation, 
and he grew more rational in his exclamations : but 
, rt was with the utnioft difficulty his wife could be kept 
alive, while — although he frequently talked incohe- 
rently, and often wandered from his fubjecl— he re- 
cited fuch deeds to his aftoni filed auditors, as 

** Hurrow'd up their fouls, and froze their blood !" 

-~ It 
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,It appeared that he yifas admitted, at an early pe- 
riod of life, into the confidence of Lord Lauder- 
brooke, [then Sir Thomas Beaufort,"] and received 
the higheA marks of his fevour for the vileft of: ferr 
vices — thofe of miniftering to his guilty pjeafures, 
and juvejiile diffipations. He was privy to every 
amour ; .and made himfelf inftrumental to every, inv 
trigue of the moft apcomplilhed lib^tipe. Kor. did 
his employer frequently fail to e^^crcife his evil, ge- 
nius, in the deepeft dratagem^) and . rew^ard . him 
with a liberality proportionable to his merits, k 
had been, comparatively, well, if they had flopped 
here : but they feemed deigned .to fill the ineaffiire 
of their iniquities ! 

■ S -^ ' ' 
The only i;emaining b^anchet of this. former]^ ex- 

tenfiye family, were Lord Lauderbrooke and, Sir 
Edipund Beaufort ; and even they but diftantfy re- 
lated ; though they s^eaicd to be on a foot qf the 
ftriftcft intimacy; Sir Eidncmiid-s e;flate& were con- 
fidcrahle^ an^laycputiguous tothofeof Jiis relation, 
to whom they Revolved, in cafe of his deqeafe without 
jffue. "... 

The felfifh and illiberal heart of Lord Lauder- 
brooke felt uneafy at the union of Sir Edmund with 

an 

/• - 
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an accompliflied young lady of (inali fortune : and 
ftill more fb on the birth of a daughter, about fifteen 
months after their marriage. Yet he had the ad- 
drcfs to conceal the chagrin, and appeared very de- 
firous of the company of this amiable family ; in * 
whofe friendfliip his worthy Lady felt the moft re- 
fined and undifTembled happinefs : nor had (he a 
fufpicion of the duplicity and perfidy of her Lord, 
who had fecretly fet his heart on the eflates of his 
friend, and only waited for a &vourable opportunity 
to get them into his hands. 

This opportunity foon offered ; for Sir Edmund, 
in his military capacity, was ordered abroad ; and 
his Lordfhip, like David in the cafe of Uriah, 
hoped that he would fall in the heat of battle, that 
he might have nothing to anfwer for to his own con- 
fcience from the event. Thcfe hopes were fruftrat- 
ed by letters from the hero, that he had accomplifli- 
ed the purpofe of Ins imffion ; and was about to re- 
turn with honour to his country. Lord Laudcr- 
brooke intercepted all his letters ; and forged others 
in their dead ; purporting, that he had &llen in 
the field of battle. 



Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile be employed his minion Rufus to en- 
gage a baitd of ruffians to way-lay him, on his arri* 
val ; and to bring him to thik taftle, which belong, 
cd to him, where he was to hold him in confinement 
&r life ; in confideration of which important iervice, 
lie promifed to iecure him an. annuity, aiid make 
him the keeper of his injured relation. 

Mils £lmfi>rd, ftruck with horror,^ here fainted 
in the arms of her father. Auguilus changed co^ 
lour, and waited with impatience for the fe^ueU 

Rufus continued his narration by obferving, that 
ihere were flill two obftacles in the way, about 
which his diabolical employer confuUed him ; and . 
aflured him of the mod diftinguilhed favours, if he 
' coukl remove them. He undertook the in&m^ bu- 
-fnefs; and engaged to fet afide the lovely infant 
and amiable mother. The jirji dccmon rejoiced 
not more (incerfely over ihtjirjl viElim^ than Lord 
Lauderbrooke over this propofal I 

. It was reported that the unhappy widow ufed to 
take a frequent excurfion with her little innocent, 
about two years of age, into the moft fequeftered 
parts of the country, daily, to mediutc on her 
H lofs, 
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loft, to bnj&d' over her mislbrtunes; •^aaid ftesi in fe- 
cret the tear of bitter angui^ ! In one of iWe ex* 
curfions— <ireadful to relate! — the mfbrnal cabat 
propoied to cut off root and branch* 

Rufu», arid another of his agents, undertook the 
bloody talk ; though he owjicd his heart revolted afi 
the idea. They neither of them knew*the lady per- 
fonally ; but, by miftake,' fufprized the mirfe with 
the infant, one morning ; and (he, ittftfead of the 
mother, fell a vi£lim to tjie monfters ! 

* But the charms arid cries of the dear infant quite 
unmanned them : when a coantryhiiu coming b)', 
their coward hearts betrayed them, and they fled 
with precipitation ; while the dear unfortunate, left 
alone, nufed iti voice, and lifted its little hands for 
proteftion! 

The traveller's heart melted. He took her up in 
his arms ; and, mingling his kiffes and tears with 
hers, fought to foothe her forrows, by folding her 
throbbing heart to his bofom, id'ith all the ardour of 
paternal afic£yon I 
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The^^elwlii^ txxk plaoe, when, the harratai' 
•cam* 'to. this cifciarnftaQce, furpaflcs aH defcriptioA, 
Aagulbts ftood thunderftruck at the accimiulattd 
<:rimes of a father, and his heart half revoltfid £roai 
its allegiance. Mils fiimfbrd iunk.in&flltble i»t4 
the arms of Ambrofe, who, with ftreaming eycs^ 
emphatically exclaimed, " And /, thank heaven ! 
.« waa that .pft£Eeagdr ! And you, my Alicia^ are 
«< the 4ear, . dinr refcued chiU !-«^Yqs 1 I was th^ 
" inftruBKOt df jkving yoa-^Do not};— do riot dif> 



She lifted her hrnnid eyes to Ambrofe r^}^ Bcftj 

" and tendereft of men ! and are you not my real 
" father?- — and have I not a mother indeed? Give 
•' me my other parent* ; but let ine not rcfign 
*' you !'*( — ^Thexi, after fobbing convuifively, . flue 
cxclaimed-7-«" Thaiik heaven,. 1 kave feen my ^ther 
" father l-:^*! have wept qytt him ! — LatoH^ Jly t6 
*' Am/ >Let me carry him the tidings <Jf lilbrty J 
" Let me^-=4etvve be the meffenger" 

She leould not be reftriined : the keys w«!e de- 
manded— rflie ruihed away. They fqliowed- her. 
She defccnded into the prifon, threw herfelf into 
his arras, and bedewed his neck with her tears*. 
H 2 Sb 
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She hud loft the powcra of articulation! Tke heart of 
Au^uftus «^as fwoiien with indigottion at the v>|e 
4eeds of his fiither, and the dying miioream, while 
it melted wi|h commiieratioa fi>r the wrongs of his 
honoured relation, whole ha&d he prefled and bathed 
in tears. 

Dr. Goodwill, after the firft paioxifins had fub- 
fided, explained the whole myftery of wickednefs to 
the afioniflied man, who embraced them all by 
turns, while his face was irradiated with a decent 
joy ; and then, falling on his knees, he invoked 
every blefling of heaven on their heads for their 
kind ferviccs* 

^' High and wonderful are thy ways, O God!" 
he cried : *' Thofe who call on thee, fhail not call in 
'< vain ! Thou haft been my help and fupport in all 
f^ my affli£tions ; aod thou haft promifed that, thou 
>' 9>iU neper Uavt me, norforjake me. Oh ! give 
^< me a heart duly fenfible of thy mercies ; and ever 
" thankful for all thy goodnefs. — Forgive my ene- 
^f mies, and give them grace to fue for that mercy 
^^ vhidi tls^y have denied to me and mine V' 



They 
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' lllfey tlten Tupported him to tKe chambier of the 
dying man, who ftirunk dbwn.as though he had 
feen a fpeftre ; and Magdalene, at their entrance, 
fell on the floor,' in- a ft'ate of infenfibility. 

Nothing could exceed the folemnity of this 
fcene : -they all knelt around the bed, by the defir^ 
of Sir Edmund, to implore peace and pardon fot 
the wretch, whofe averted eyes dared not turp on 
thofe he had focffehtially injured. 

Their prefeiicfe, they obferved, only ferved to 
ifiGreafe his agonies ; and they retired, defiring the 
unfortunate wife, on her recovery, to attend them ; 
which (he did, apparently with the fenfations of a 
malcfaftor in his proccflion to the fatal fcaffold ! 

They then folemnly afftired her, that, if fhe 
vrould difdofe whatever fhe knew farther of this dia^ 
boUc^ bufinefs, and of thfe fate of the ftillvundifco- 
\^ered lady^ as they conceived flie had already fufFer- 
ed fufficiently, they would not only pardon the 
paft, but, provided they found her contrition pro- 
portionable to her .crimes, fet h$r above fuch temp- 
tations for the future; and that they would' not 
H 3 further 
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further difturb her hufband, whole gU{s {benied to 
have but a &w iands to run, 

•« To trr is human j to forgive^ divine !" 

This prudent meafure had its e(Fe£l in leading to 
the following completion of this very important dif- 

Lord Lauderbrooke, (he faid, was feverely. mor- 
tified at the failure of their foregoing ianguinary 
fchenie ; and refolved that the wife of his unfortu- 
nate friend Oiould not long be an obllacle to his am- 
bitious defigns, although Providence had once pre- 
fcrved her from his violence. 

He took advantage of the diftrefs of her mind, to 

convey her to a houfe appropriated to the reception ' 

of lunatics ; and then propagated a report) that (he 

had rafhly put an end to her own exiftence. They 

were likewife made acquainted with the place of her 

confinement, a circumdanCe of the Erft impor- 
tance. 

It now remained to conduft Mifs Beaufort ([as 
we muft now call her] to a place of fafety, left Lord 

Lauderbrooke 
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Lauderbrooke fliouid find her ; and infUntly to ex- 
ert every means to liberate her unfortunate mother. 
It was therefore propofed, that Ambrofe fliouId take 
home with him bis long-adopted daughter s the real 
father^ at the fame time, defiring to honour them 
with his company ; While the do8or and Auguftus 
returned to the hall, to extort from his Lordfhip ai^ 
order for the reles^ement of the lady. 

For a /oTV to criminate a father ; to bring a 
charge which mud aSB£l the life of him to whom he 
owes exiftenee ; to facrifice the aSe£tions of a childy 
and rife. to aQ in the chara£ler of an accujfer^-^% a 
talk which requires the iloic inflexibility of a Bru- 
tus, who, adopting the Roman pec^le as his chil- 
dren, condemned to death his own fonS) as an a/El 
of juflice to the commonwealth. 

Augufius had ever been a pattern of filial obedi- 
ence, and he poffeffed a mind fufc^tible of the ten- 
dered impreflions of humanity : but he found it im- 
pofTible to jufttfy his conduct to the world, or h|s 
own confcience, ihould he connive at a£b of fuch 
marked atrocity. It was therefore determined that, 
in order to fpare his feelings, he ihould abfent him- 
felf for a time, while Dr« Qoodwill, whom he de- 

legate(* 
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legafeii, fh^U a6^ in dit tk^elbpemem of tlits tie.. 
&n<9««'b«fine^ according to tHe di£ktes'of hk own 
boftift;' ' 

Th« worthy nan poflefTed m ihtegrity of foiil 
which was not to be biafled by ;the ^lupennrnts of 
fortjine^ -or the {hocks of advei^y. No 'obftacle 
could be thrown in the way of lus daty, which he 
was not capable of furmounting; nor could any 
thing divert him front that narrow path^ fo hanl to 
tread, atndfo difficnHt'tolt^pir. 'Htvittannersweiv 
ftri^^ 'btft not (evere. Like him, * whofelbrvant h$ 
was, he was the advocate of jufticc'; bat, * in jofiicc- 
lie sdways remembered mercy* He thoaght, \tfith 
Titus, ev«ry day loft/ ill tvAicj^.he had not. done 
(bme go^ ai^Mt JDvtiviien'dHt)!^ oaUfli Jbim, t<|i 
cenfure, he knew no dtftinEtioa of pcrlpn*,; Jicy^. 
forgetting the golden maxim of the ancient philofo- 
jher^* "^Thofc who reprofe us are oUr grefttef^ 
fisiendsj" 

Lcn-d LauderbroGike was his patmn :- but ht de^ 
tnarkldd an audience •£ haH\> ; and, without equivoNi 
cStfiAg, or qualifying^* boldUy opened to him a fuB 

... PP^h^ii^iP9k 
. and 
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and circumftantial account of the difcoveries wluch 
had been made ; not fearing even to remind him, 
that he was amenable to his country fer tne viola, 
tion of its laws* 

The natural pride of Lord Lauderbrooke took 
alarm, and burft forth in indignaticm at the difgrace 
which attended fuch a declaration from a depeo. 
dant ; he gave the reins to his violeilf paflions ; and, 
in his frantic emotions, outvied die mdH defperate 
madman ( 

The dodor waited the fubiiding of this mental 
fiorm ; and then, with a determined accent, aflured 
him that nothing could avail him, nor. palliate his 
o&nces, but an im^nediate order, under hi& hand, 
for the removal of (he u|ifortunate lady from the 
confinement h^ had occaQoned her* 

Vice is frequently a coward when deteftcd and 
expofed — ^its boafled fortitude is but of a momentary 
duration-i— 

** True courage dwells not In a troubled flood 
** Of mounting fplritf , and fermenting blood | 
** But in the foul with virtu* jBver-rulM, 
** IniUm*d by reafon, and fc^^reafon coord,*' 



The 
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The <loftor*s calm indftfcady conduft, his cool 
and determihed reafoning, oparatcd to-^img\y on 
the haisigky temper of- hftLi*d{hip, dttt he^r length 
fubmitted ; and made fome conceflionlfj vAiidk did 
jittle credit to his imperious fpirit : but he refufed 
to fte his fon ; lie refufed to fee Ms rdftions, or 
a&'their pbrdoM; while he' )mihed atikfe on th« 
ire^ttritertuy Riifus, aS he called hiin. 

«M7 Ldid," 4td'^ doaor, « thA knguagft 
** of repentance and contrition would better becottie 
" you, Ceafe to ftigmatize or reprobite others, 
^* aftd look into your own bofomt The agent of 
*' yduf crimes is lefs calpaA>k thaft y^ : hefidcij hi: 
" his ffelt the agdnies df -^TemoVfe y and will ratoS 
** pt6\fy^\y, in -the cburfe d£ a few h^iii^,- appeal' 
■" bdbtt' a'. Wjghcr tribunal, perhaps to grve ih Jrft 
" accufation agaiiiff^tt is the abettor ^his guih ! 
f Thin_k of this.; and ftek for mercy,* while yet 
*^ mercy might be found !" > * 

He bowed refpe^lfully, and left his Lordlhip a(lo: 
nifhed.and confounded. He then^ accompanied by 
Auguftu^ repaired to , the cotuge of Ambrofe, 
where they were received with the greateft cordiali- 
ty ; and from thence^ t»itb thfc- Hiimoft itttpadeticc, 

they 
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ihey-foughfc the place where the. unfortunate lady 
was confined. 

Alicia- could not be induced to flay behind ; with 
her newly-diffovtrgi^. parent, flip refolved to attend 
thcmy . . ^ 

The building was (ituated on a lonely wild, at a 
great diftance from any public road ; and prefented 
a juft fpecimen of the gloomy architefture of the 
fourteeneji century. On delivering their letter, 
they were introduced into an inner apartment, 
where a pale and emaciated, though not ungraceful, 
female figure, rofe to receive them, Dj;, Goodwill 
fijrft advanced, in order to prepare her for the im- 
portant interview of thofe ftill more dear to her, 
A,s H^ approached her, ftie rccollefted his venerable 
• perfon, and fainted in his fupporting arms* The 
ajTiduities of the attendants foon reftored her ; but 
it wfts a Gonfiderable .time before flie was able to 
bear the:, n?ws^ of her enlargement, and receive the 
affectionate embraces of an impatient hufband and 
thild. 

Inflead of attempting to defcribe the extatic paf- 

fions which took poffelTion of every bofom at this 

I affefting 
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affe£ling meeting, it is furely wife, like the celebrate 
cd painter of old, to draw a veil over the fcene, 
and give imagination its ampleft fcope ! 

O ! who can fpeak 
'< The minglet^ paflions that furprizM each btaftf 
** And thro* their nerves inihiv*ring triuifport ran ! 
<* Then blaxM the fmotherM flame» avowM and boldu^ 
•• Leve, gratitude^ and ^ify, wept at once I" 

" Friendship is, of itfelf, a holy tie ; 
*• But made more facrcd by advcrfity."" 

On their return to the cotuge on the heath, the 
good old Dorothy, with all the fond and palTionate 
anxieties of a mother, on her knees, implored pity 
and pardon of the now happy parents ; and, in the 
moft moving language, befougbt them not to rob 
her of her darling child. " If I lofe my Alicia," 
faid flie, " I lofe all the confolation I have.pro- 
" mifed my old age ! O ! let me ft ill callher wine: 
" let her glad my eyes often, for the little time I 
^' have to live ; and I will blefs you' all with my 
"lateft breath!" 

She was comforted with their concurrent alTur- 
ance, that her adopted daughter would never fore- 
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go that tender name ; and that ihe fliould never be 
deprived of that maternal intercourfe (he had fo 
juftly merited. Her honeft heart overflowed with 
grateful raptures, as (he preffed her Alicia to her 
bofom, and bathed her cheek with a deluge of af- 
fectionate tears, 

*' Her plenteous joys, 
" Wanton in fulnefs, fought to hide themielves 
*' In drops of forrow !" * 

They now turned all their attention to the narra- 
tive of the refcued lady, from whofe own mouth 
they learnt, that flie had been decoyed by a deep- 
laid flratagem to the place of her confinement, 
under pr^ence of a temporary removal from fcenes 
which onlyferved to increafe that melancholy which 
inccffantly preyed on her heart. 

^ The mind, under the preffure of affli£^ion, natu- 
rally delights in folitude, and loves to pour out its 
woes in the deep Ihades of retirement : 

«* It is the wretch's c^tnfore ftili to have . 

** Some fmall. refer ve of near and inward woe^ 

** Some unfufpeded hoard of darling grief, 

** Which he, unfeen, may waii, and weep and mourn, 

** And glutton-like devour alone.** 

1 But 
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B\it{he fek' a-ifeg^ {of^alarqj^ ^'^'M^^ft^ tiCfillL 
her it/^lks abridged ; !|#d Iw^f « ,fe tfhp.tot»l).jrr^ 
privcd of liberty, dfiA ff^^e^. wathirf jjl^ v^lls,, 
which contained feme of the aaoft un£>ni^i]^9 of the 
huoivx race. Hi?r keepers, indeed, tres^ted her with 
re(peft ; but refufed to anfwer her any queftioas^ 
and maintained a rigid filence'on the fubjeft of her 
future deftiny. She was furniffied with books, and 
other indulgencies, to beguile the folitary hours: 
but what can compenfate the lofs of liberty, when 
we have a piPop^r» fenJfe .of <h|kt. Ipfc,?.. .There .is npi a 
heart, hoi^ever. wearj. of the woi[ld, bat feels, when ^ 
under, reftfarint ; and even Jighs for thpfe fcenes of 
freedom which can afford li no, pJUcifurc* 

, Refigned to her fate, flie now fought to fofget 
the prefent, and lool^. to another, and a. better, . 
ftate. Her poetical talents were far above medio- 
crity ; and Qxe filsq^n^y exerpi^d :thef^ of^ 4hofe 
fabje£ts, for vi1d<^ -tfaeynieeiped happily calcubt^r; 
and on which a fifie gemus o^^ to be emp^yed. 
Among other productions, fte had preferved the 
following appropriate ftanzas, entitled *' * 



rfiHiE 
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..,** Py man*s inii(luQU8 -arts i^e^uird^ 

" And raviihM from the fhelt?ring Tpray, 

••7 ,• ^.....l. .'.'. 1 c ■ ■ ■ .; 

*' Awhile neglc^sVis food — his ftrain,. 

I -left •••.-.•;*».. '••;»> ' . t 

<* And beats his wirey prifon ftrong } 
** Till, proving all re/irfance vain, '-^ 

- ' << He cheers his heart, and thriUs kii long i 

«< si), toft to all the }0y4 of lift, 

«« TofrotdBm, frwrtdAip, /«itf//<>v«/ 

rfalt; k«ift. RQ .QMre .ny^ncaihs its Anfe^ - ^ 

";.§^ce^l its i|ru^|^^ fpi|^c(s prove! » 

. i . '' L \-. . • . : 

. , 1* No more, with retro^e^ive glance, 
<* I turn my fpndly-lic^'ring eye ; . 
'< With faith and hope, my views advance. 
' «* To nobler fcenes, and raptures high, 

f- . ■ * 

" ' ^*^ Soba difcncumier'd from thofe tics ' 

<* That chain her down to earth's dull clod> 
*< The light enfranchisM foul fliall rife, 
: »<>'. &h V v^ her fntdom, and her GM !'* 

I 2 After 
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lOO THE BA&OK OF 

After this providential eclairdiTement) Dr. Good- 
will £bught another conference with Lord Lauder- 
Brooke, and found him in a frame of mind very 
different from what he had expe6kd« He now 
took the db6br's hand, thanked hun for his frank- 
ne(s, and bdgged his dire6Hon to make his peace 
with heaven, and fome atonement for his cruelty 
and ingratitude to his much-injured relatives; whole 
faces, he {aid, he could never fee more ; nor that 
of his fon, to whom he had iet fo dreadful aa ex. 
ample !—^< Let me, throu^you," laid he, *' fup<f 
<^ plicate that pardon which I do not defervc, nor 
<' can I yet o^ of them in perfon. Guilty as I 
<' am, I cannot meet thofe eyes, which muft pierce 
*' me through — which muft annihilate me 1^ H^ven 
*' is witnefs to my remorfe ! Be it my turn now to 
'< fuffer ! and I ihall feel a far bitterer pang than 
^< that which I have given others. I defpile the 
" world, and the world's wealth— which have ' fb 
** miQed me-^-and hide me in fome unknown foli- 
*' tude, where I may give up all the remaining days 
*' of my life tb mortification, prayer, and repen- 
« tance !" 

The good man faid he wa£ authoiiaed to grant 
the pardon he folicited, in the names of his friends ; 

and 
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and he hoped that the fincetky of lus RfiMrmation 
would finally obtain the divine abiblutiQn. 

Shortly after, his LonUhip, in legtl ferm, furren- 
.derad up ail his real and peribnal property and ,ef<* 
tates in England, in fiivour of his fon Auguftus, 
and the much-injuitd Beaufbrts, only rcferving to 
himfdf a finall annuity, and place of refidenoe, 
wUch had formerly devolved to him, in the lOe of 
Man, whither be retired, and gave himielf up, ac- 
cording to his rdblution^ to a life of Mtude and 
,ie|ueftmiQfi« 

The wretch Rufus, who had been the inflru- 
ment of ail tbeie domefiic calamities, lived but a &w 
days ai^r the difcovery* 

The fiiir hand of the lovely Alicia, with the full 
approbation of all parties, foon blefled the worthy 
Auguftus, whoCb heart had long been hers ; and 
ihe faw herfelf miftrels of that patrimonial manfion, 
where Ihe had fpent (bmc of the happiefi, as well 
as fome of d)e moft bitter moments of her life. 

lliefirftduvoftfaiiaiiuablepair, oafiieceeding 
to dw&efiates and honours, was to coatrihttttio tbe 
happihefs of all their friends, 

Ambfofe 
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AnUcBfe Atj^ hi^'lnri!ft, IconfiMiable to Aei^ 
wiflies, witoe iniiioved46 ^s^it lincler i^M^wtfi^ 
roof, .where he afted in the capacity of a fteward ; 
and 'his good woman w^ indulged withilhe«iwdhi-de- 

'&ed privilege dE enjoyrnig ^ kind fand doitteftk 'i»!it 
tercourfe with a Woman whb was 'iShk hdnot ^of h^ 
fex, arid Who knew how to ^tftimate i&k' nuAdrWfr 

•favoui^'flie had fotmerfy ^civtd!; '■" '- '• ^ 



' Jdfep^h Anthohy-^as ptti^tlted Witha Me'ft^*. 

ichc^V '<vhlch'had^^en•^end6S^redty^a'^bIittee!)?ii^ 

of the Beaufort family, by which he wiiAr*rf!ft/H«ljfel 

funport ^ charaftcr pf decency .^anj} rQfj)eiEHfiilrty;. ' 

Eamund Bcaufert refiimed his efiates and lio- 
tiours, to the fatisfa6Hon or all the country rounS,' 
01^ whickrb^ cpnfeife^.'his bppniy with m nnfearing 
.JiwjcL., Th^ exemplary virtues of hi^Jadj^ .^enjeire^ 
jh^ ^n.ipbjeflt of uniyerfal adniiration^ and -?fteein» 
Froin Jj^avit^g Jong been iuflfereiFs j'wnrfelyes, ^ thgr 
;)baid learn xs> feel naoBeexquifueJy for the ^en|^s 
of othea^., 'tlljey.ha4p^rtici|!ated.Qf-thaH^^ ciy 
of affli£Hon ; and, from fympathy, ftill became 
Tnifii^ 9«dh«fd,i^eaQh:pte. ;:l«^eio9 d^tr uKirtaf- 
'i3«s^9Sbf)bmhy.^ fm^vaa^ of ii^. tmitm/k 
offices. They had beclik:tnti«teL iiiu^lT efttofi ^T 
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LAUDERBROOKE. 20$ 

adverfity, where they had learned, in part — while 
profperous vice flouriftied and triumphed— -why 

** The good man^s Iharc 
*« In life, was gall and bitternefs of foul." 

They were taught to adore the wonders of re- 
TRiBUTiVE Justice.; and acknowledge the 
hand of Providence, through the moft intricate 
labyrinths of human events^ working in fecret for 
univcrfal good. 



FINIS. 



Pfintcd by T. Maiden, Sherbourn-Lane, Loiritard-Street, 
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